
Hard to believe this December marks 3 years for me on the job! I have been very lucky to work with a great staff and a
great council. As this year closes I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr. Al Wharton for his 4 years of service
on the Wabasha City Council. Al brought a great prospective and showed a genuine care for the City of Wabasha,
thanks Al! I would also like to thank Mrs. Lynn Schoen for her 4 years of service to the City of Wabasha! Lynn stood
up for her constituents and showed a great passion for maintaining the integrity of our historic city! I would also like to
publicly welcome Mr. Jeff Sulla and Mr. Craig Falkum to the City Council starting in 2017. These 2 gentlemen have
invested the time over the last several months to prepare themselves to hit the ground running in 2017.

We are happy to say there are no MAJOR city road projects planned for 2017 after a rather busy construction season
this last summer. We will finish the sewer lining project next Spring and Summer and that should be the extent of
it. From a city project perspective we are very happy with the outcome of the mill and overlay project, in the same
breath the coordination between the City and the Xcel project could have been better and we have already taken steps
to rectify that issue. If you have any questions on the completed projects do not hesitate to ask.

From a budget perspective we are looking at a 2.5% levy increase, however with certain tax parcels coming out of a
TIF district we are expecting to see a decrease in the tax rate for the City of Wabasha. I continue to be happy with the
budgets we have prepared as we have weathered increasing healthcare costs, step increases, and other mandates
from the state and still kept our increases as low as we can to still do an effective job providing city services.

We intend to continue to provide information via this mechanism and will also post this information on the City Website
and Social Media sites. Finally a reminder during the Holiday Train event at the railroad crossing on Gambia, please be
cognizant of others properties and do not park in private driveways or walk across yards etc. Please be safe and enjoy
the Holiday Season!

City Administrator Report—Chad Springer

Tips To Keep Your Pipes From Freezing This Winter

With winter comes the threat of damage to your home from snow, ice and freezing. Did you know that homeowners file
five times as many claims for damage due to burst pipes than claims for fire damage? Protect your pipes with these tips.

Turn on the taps: Let the water drip in extreme cold. Even if the water does freeze, this will relieve some of the water
pressure and keep the pipe from bursting.

Open cabinets: Leave the cabinets open under your kitchen and bathroom sinks. This keeps warm air circulating
around your pipes.

Wrap the pipes: If your pipes are in areas that don't get warm air, consider insulating them with insulation sleeves or
wrapping. You can get foam rubber or fiberglass sleeves at your local hardware store, or call a plumber to do it for you.
Seal the gaps: Cracks in your home’s outside walls or foundation should be caulked to keep cold air away from your
pipes.
Drain your pipes: If you're taking a trip in the winter, consider draining your pipes to prevent them from bursting. Shut
off the main valve and then turn on all the taps (hot and cold) and let the water run until the pipes are emptied.
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Please shovel your sidewalk. City of Wabasha ordinance requires that residents and businesses clear their side-
walks within 24 hours after the end of a snow fall. If you are out of town make sure you have made arrangements to
have your sidewalk shoveled.

If the owner or occupant abutting any public sidewalk fails to remove nuisance within 24 hours, the City of Wabasha
can remove the nuisance and charge the property owner for the removal.

Please do not shovel or blow your snow or leaves into the street, It can cause significant safety hazards.

Sidewalk Snow Removal

TURN OVER FOR YOURMONTHLY WATER BILL

WINTER 2016

City of Wabasha Library News

All Aboard the Polar Express
Saturday, Dec. 3rd, 10 a.m. -
11:30 p.m
The story of The Polar Express
by Chris Van Allsburg will be
shared, jingle bell ornaments will
be created, and train cookies will
be decorated at this special

Christmas program at the Wabasha Public Library. This pro-
gram is free and open to all ages.

Y.A.H. (Young at Heart) Book Club will meet on Wednesday,
Dec. 21st at 6:00 p.m. This month's discussion will be The
Shepherd, the Angel, and Walter the Christmas Miracle Dog by
Dave Barry. Everyone is welcome.

It is with much
excitement that we
announce Wa-
basha is on the
schedule for anoth-
er stop by the CP

Holiday Train!!! Mark your calendars for Thursday
December 8, 2016 at 6pm. Gambia Ave Railroad
crossing by Bruegger Park. The Holiday Train's
scheduled performers this year are Kelly Prescott
and Colin James. Check out our Facebook page or
call City Hall for more information.

Holiday Train Coming to Wabasha

Sign Up for City Alerts such as
Snow

Emergencies,
Emergency Water Shut Offs

and other citywide
emergencies.

Follow the link on the city
website to sign up.
www.wabasha.org
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City Offices will be
closed on Thursday,
November 24th; Mon-
day December 26th and
Monday January 2nd
for the holidays.

City Now Accepting Credit
Card Payments


