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Project Background

Several Previous Planning Efforts that 

helped to inform this plan:

• 2016 Comprehensive Plan & Parks 
and Trails Public Survey

• 2019 Park System ADA 
Compliance Review

• 2021 Safe Routes to School Survey
• 2021 Parks and Trails Public Survey



Process & Purpose

“Provide a framework for the City of 
Wabasha to enhance existing park 

and trail facilities, and identify future 

expansion and enhancement 

opportunities to meet the 

community’s current and future 
recreational needs”



Inventory & Analysis Existing Inventory



Inventory & Analysis Service Area Mapping



Inventory & Analysis Flood Resiliency



Inventory & Analysis NRPA Metrics



Athletic Park Relocation

16.2 Acres
7.6 Acres



Cannon Park

• Generally Passive Recreation 
except Cannon feature

• Recommendation to relocate 
Cannon to Veteran’s Park and 
sell Cannon Park property.

• Reduction of 0.7 Acres of 
maintenance area



Input Gathering 2021 Public Survey

Key takeaways:

Responses show strong 
interest in more trails & 
connectivity, dog park, 
sport courts, playgrounds 
and restrooms



Input Gathering Septoberfest Pop Up

1. All-Abilities/Inclusive Playground (20)

2. Athletic Park Relocation Project (17)

3. Marcou Park Campground (10)

4. Wabasha to Kellogg Trail Alignment 

Study (10)

5. Trail Connectivity (7)

6. Enhanced Pedestrian Connectivity & 

Safety (7)

7. New Neighborhood Park (1)



Recommendations

Recommendations Broken 

Into Four Categories:

1. Park System-Wide 
Recommendations

2. Location Specific Park 
Recommendations

3. Trail System & 
Pedestrian Safety 
Recommendations

4. Opportunity Driven 
Recommendations



Recommendations Park System

#1 - Increased Distribution of 

Amenities Throughout the 

Community:

1. Addition of playground at 
Eagle Basin Park

2. Addition of basketball court at 
Bruegger Park

3. Development of 
neighborhood park along 
River Drive South



Recommendations Park System

#2 - Increased Diversity of 

Amenities:

1. Addition of an Inclusive/All 
abilities playground

2. Dog Park 
3. Campground at Marcou Park
4. Mountain Biking/Hiking trails in 

the bluffs



Recommendations Park System

#3 - Improve Accessibility and 

ADA Compliance:

1. Replacement of deficient 
sidewalks and trails

2. Upgrades to restroom facilities
3. Enhancement and upkeep of 

playground access & 
surfacing

4. Improvements at the Pool (lift 
chair, locker rooms, adaptive 
swing)



Recommendations Park System

#4 - Enhance and Expand 

Recreational Trail System:

1. Fill gaps in trail connectivity
2. Recommendations per Trail 

System Improvements section



Recommendations Location Specific Parks

• 2-5 Recommendations 
for each city park 
identified based on 
feedback from the city, 
steering committee, and 
public

• Prioritized into Short, Mid, 
and Long-Term 
Recommendations

• Improvements focused 
on both the addition of 
amenities, and 
maintenance



Recommendations Location Specific Parks



Recommendations Trails & Ped. Safety

Trail & Ped Safety 

Recommendations 

Include:

• Four priority trail 
connections

• Enhanced pedestrian 
crossing on Hiawatha

• Expanded sidewalk 
connectivity



Recommendations Trails & Ped. Safety

A B
Estimated Cost: $127,000 Estimated Cost: $20,000



Recommendations Trails & Ped. Safety

C
D

Estimated Cost: $148,000



Recommendations Trails & Ped. Safety

Enhanced RRFB 

Pedestrian Crossing on 

Hiawatha Drive.



Recommendations Trails & Ped. Safety

Increase sidewalk 

connectivity throughout 

the community



Recommendations Opportunity Drive

• Downtown Riverfront 
Plaza 

• Mountain Biking & Hiking 
Trails

No timeline associated with 

projects. Projects to be 

implemented as outside 

funding allows



Athletic Park Relocation

Project Total: $1,900,000



Financing Strategy

• Priority projects will be included in 10-year capital plan. Every year, the City of Wabasha 

has a limited budget to expend on capital improvement items like streets, equipment, city 

buildings and parks.

• Park projects made possible through matching grants to city investment.

• All-abilities playground and dog park projects for public-private philanthropy and led by a 

small steering committee.

• Trail improvements included in City's capital borrowing plan and ideal for future grant 

applications or in coordination with other major projects.

• Sidewalks addressed through street improvement projects or through Capital 

Improvement.

• Plan helps provide a guide but not everything will be accomplished.

All of this will require support from Council, Parks Board, and residents.



Questions?

Jonathan Nelsen
Landscape Architect, Bolton & Menk
Jonathan.nelsen@bolton-menk.com


