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ITEM 1 - APPLICATION SUMMARY –2022 APPLICATION 

Applicant Information 

Name of applicant: City of Wabasha 
Name and title of contact: Tony Johnson Public Works Director 
Address: 900 Hiawatha Drive East 
City: Wabasha  State:  MN Zip Code: 55981 
Phone: 651-565-3404 Email: pwdirector@wabasha.org 

Park Information 

Park Name: Athletic Field 
Park Address: 900 Hiawatha Drive East 
City: Wabasha Nine Digit Zip Code: 55981-1731 
County: Wabasha 
Existing Park Acres: 10.7 acres 

Project Information 

Project Type (Check all that apply to this project): 

☐ Acquisition:  Acres to be purchased: Click to enter amount.

☒ New Development/Construction

☐ Redevelopment/ Rehabilitation

☐ Replacement/ Demolition

Description: Provide a short description (less than 30 words) of your project proposal.   Include 
only items that will be accomplished with this project.  Do not include work to be accomplished 
in future phases.  

Construct new Athletic Field on existing city property near City Hall.  New pickleball courts, 
tennis court, volleyball courts, softball/baseball fields, hockey and skating rinks, skate park, 
basketball courts. 

Financial Information 

The Applicant must provide a non-state match of, at least, 50% of the total cost.  This match 
may consist of cash or the value of materials, labor and equipment usage by the applicant or 
donations or any combination of these. Applicants that provide, at least, 20% of the match from 
their own resources will receive additional consideration in the review criteria.  The total cost 
shown below must equal the total costs shown in Item 4 – Cost Breakdown.  

Total Project Cost:  $1.97 million 
Grant Request:  $300,000 
Match Amount:  $1.67 million 

Match Description: List all sources and amounts of the match. Identify if it is committed or 
pending. Projects that have the match committed by the application deadline will receive 
additional consideration in the review criteria. 
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$50,000 has been donated by a Wabasha citizen for construction of pickleball courts. The city 
anticipates bonding for the remainder of the project ($1.67 million). The City has established a 
long-term capital plan with this project included and debt capabilities available, so the funds 
have been committed.     
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ITEM 2 - PROJECT NARRATIVE 

Please limit your narrative to one page. 

1. Provide a general overview of what the project involves and what will be accomplished by 
the completion of the project. You may discuss why this project is needed at this time. 
Identify the new facilities that will be constructed, the existing facilities that will be 
renovated or replaced, or the general site improvements.
The City of Wabasha has very limited places for outdoor sporting events. This project 
ensures resiliency for the rural community of Wabasha, by providing opportunities for all 
ages and abilities to engage with outdoor recreation. This project will replace 
deteriorating athletic fields, with facilities at a new location adjacent to the municipal 
pool. The new facilities will include baseball and softball fields, tennis and pickleball 
courts, hockey rink, skatepark, basketball court, sand volleyball courts, and trail access. 
The design will also be inclusive to youth and adults of all abilities. The current Athletic 
Field is located in an increasingly flood prone area due to climate change, that is highly 
trafficked with semi-trucks, and not ADA accessible.  Summer recreation uses the existing 
ballfields throughout the summer for youth softball and baseball when they are not 
flooded. There have been safety concerns with vehicles colliding into the spectator 
bleachers. Many of the existing facilities are in poor condition.  The current hockey rink 
boards have extorted out of shape over the last 25 years.  The tennis courts were 
removed after being flooded several times, heaving the blacktop pavement.  The skate 
park blacktop has been flooded, cracked, and heaved inducing safety concerns. The sand 
volleyball court poles are bent/leaning and out of shape. The lighting towers are 50 years 
old and very energy inefficient.  The basketball court pavement needs upgrading from 
flooding/heaving/cracking.  By moving the existing facilities to purchased city property 
next to City Hall and the municipal pool, this project will support a larger goal to realign 
Highway 60 and address safety concerns.

2. What design elements are included that contribute to preserving environmental resources 
as part of ensuring a quality outdoor recreation experience for present and future 
generations?
The existing Athletic Field has roughly 20 trees, the new plan calls for 75 trees, four groups 
of bushes, outside patio/sidewalk to several different facility locations, increased 
connectivity to several streets surrounding the future park.  Stormwater grading and 
retention will be the first process to be incorporated.

3. Who is accessing your park the most? Who has the least access? What can you do to 
address the users with the least access?
Overall, the community is accessing the park in a limited way due to the poor condition of 
the existing facility. Mostly youth access the park as of right now except for the sand 
volleyball which has their own league of adult and youth players.  The new pickleball and 
tennis courts will be a big draw to older adults.  The current park is not accessed by 
individuals with disabilities and this project will address this, through accessible design.
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ITEM 3 - PROJECT RELATION TO SCORP 

Discuss the following topics from the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 
(SCORP) that apply to your project. The SCORP is available at this link. 

How Does the Project Connect People to the Outdoors? 

1. How does the proposed project design and redevelop outdoor recreation facilities so
that they can accommodate varying forms of transportation to sites (e.g., driving,
walking, biking)?
The project creates increased street accessibility for vehicle ingress/egress and parking.
The additional paved paths throughout the park provide more opportunities for walking
and biking.  The current location has NO paved access to the facilities.

2. How does the proposed project design, develop, rehabilitate, and manage outdoor
recreation facilities to provide a welcoming environment for people of all abilities and
diverse backgrounds (e.g., accessible seating, bathrooms, drinking water, shade
opportunities, informational signs, safety features)?
The design will incorporate outside seating areas, paved access, drinking fountains,
plenty of shade trees, and directional signage to route people in the proper direction.
Safety features would include high fence in areas for foul balls.  Low volume
neighborhood streets will be used for on-street parking and there will be a large off-
street parking lot behind City Hall. The current facility, located near a highly trafficked
area by semi-trucks and regional traffic, prone to frequent flooding, is less welcome to
individuals in wheelchairs, older adults, or parents concerned about safety of children.
The new facility will be a more welcoming environment for people with disabilities,
older adults, and very young children. The diversity of sports facilities offered at the new
facility will support the diversity of backgrounds and ages feeling invited to participate in
the outdoors or in sports.

3. How does the proposed project provide high-quality experiences to visitors through
thoughtful design, programming, and interpretation (i.e., does the project develop or
expand facilities to provide high quality experiences and/or interpretive signs)?
Upgrading all the amenities that are presently located in the flood plain to today’s
standards and levels of quality will provide high-quality experiences to visitors. Locating
the amenities near the Community Pool and City Hall will also help improve the feel of
‘Community’ in this space.

Does the Project Acquire Land and/or Create Opportunities? 

Acquisition (if you are not acquiring land, you may put “Not applicable” and move on to the 
Development/Redevelopment questions):  

1. Does the proposed project accelerate the acquisition of private in-holdings and add
lands to existing parks to enhance resource protection and recreational opportunities?
The land is already purchased by the City of Wabasha and adds lands to existing parks
and recreational opportunities in Wabasha. This project relocates the park to a non-
floodplain. Overall, relocation of the park and routing the MNDOT Highway through the
existing park space will greatly enhance resource protection near the slough of the

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/aboutdnr/reports/scorp/index.html
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Mississippi River. This will give the opportunity to meet natural resource goals along the 
slough and comply with floodplain management strategies. 

2. Does the proposed project acquire exceptional one-time opportunities of unique, high-
quality natural resources that meet critical needs outside of regional centers?
Relocation of the park will improve the quality of the natural resources at the location of
the existing park.

3. Does the proposed project acquire land to connect protected and high-quality natural
resource corridors?
This future park would be located along the MRT, (Minnesota Regional Trail Bikeway),
which travels North and South through the Eastern portion of Minnesota.

4. Does the proposed project acquire land that protects important water resources
including lakes, rivers, wetlands, shoreline, and critical watersheds?
Relocation of the park will help to protect the shoreline adjacent to the existing park
location.

Development/Redevelopment: 
5. How does the proposed project design, develop, and/or redevelop facilities that meet 

the differing outdoor recreation needs for people of all abilities (e.g., a quality natural 
setting for a high-quality recreational experience, universal design, family friendly 
facilities, more separation of uses, tent and RV and privacy between site for camping, 
etc.)?
The family-friendly facilities, enhanced multi-modal accessibility, and the universal 
design of the new facilities will be the biggest attribute.  The diversity of the facilities 
that will be constructed, with universal design, will ensure greater access by individuals 
living with disabilities, older adults, or community members from diverse background. 
Addressing the safety concerns and increasing access to the facility by walking,transit, or 
biking or driving will ensure that more youth and families feel comfortable using the 
facilities. The many different types of facilities and having the outdoor city pool within a 
half a block will bring Wabasha together to engage in the outdoors and team sports.

6. How does the proposed project create an accessible environment that is open and 
flexible to accommodate new and emerging nature-based recreation uses (e.g., facility 
design that supports numerous activities, maintains large open play areas, incorporates 
emerging nature-based activities, etc.)?
There will be a lot of open space with the ball fields. There are smaller, undesignated 
green spaces with trees that can be enjoyed by all. Paths or trails to all amenities will 
provide routes for walking, running and bicycling.

7. How does the proposed project develop infrastructure and amenities that meet the 
needs and interests of future generations and diverse communities (e.g., develop group-
based opportunities such as group campsites, group picnic areas, and gathering spaces 
used by diverse communities. Offers amenities that meet the lifestyles of our target 
markets such as wireless internet, playgrounds, family bathrooms, areas for specialized 
interest, etc.)?
Amenities at the existing park are heavily used by community members of different 
backgrounds, ages, and abilities, when they’re available but due to age and 
deterioration, those amenities have slowly become unusable. Upgrading and adding a 
diversity of athletic amenities will increase usage and provide quality outdoor spaces for
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the community. For example, pickle ball and tennis courts have been requested over the 
years by the community’s Senior citizens. There is a strong trend for older adults 
desiring to play pickleball. The new skate park will be attractive to teens. The new ice 
skating rink will be attractive to low-income families looking for a free winter activity 
(the City of Wabasha provides free ice skates to the community). Ensuring that the new 
fields and courts are ADA accessible, will allows youth and adults with disabilities to 
enjoy watching the sports from new seating areas, and engaging in sports themselves. 
The existing pool has a unique program to offer free pool passes for all youth attending 
the public school. This athletic field will provide additional gather places and amenities 
available to low-income youth who frequently use the swimming pool in the summer. 
Picnic tables and seating areas at the new facilities will also enhance group gathering 
spaces.  There is also a guest Wi-Fi at City Hall that visitors will be able to access.

8. Is the proposed project designed and constructed with sustainable and resilient
infrastructure (e.g., rely on up-to-date green infrastructure and best practice designs, is
energy efficient, easy to maintain and uses recycled/recyclable materials, conserve the
use of water at facilities and/or design facilities to effectively manage storm water
onsite.)?
Yes, rain gardens, LED lighting and other various practices may be incorporated into the
final design. Gravel parking lots will be replaced with bituminous pavements and curb
and gutter. Moreover, the project addresses the impact of climate change by moving
the existing facilities which are in a highly flood-prone area.

Does the Project Take Care of What We Have? 

1. Does the proposed project result in redevelopment, renovation, or rehabilitation of
existing infrastructure to ensure high-quality and safe experiences for the public (e.g.,
roof replacement, structural replacement, trail resurfacing, trail head amenities
refurbished, campgrounds rehabbed and updated, bring facilities up to modern codes
and standards, and/or make it easy for everyone to access and enjoy parks and trails)?
Instead of rehabbing the current facilities which are located in a flood prone area, the
city has chosen to build everything new, up to modern codes and standards, increasing
ADA accessibility for all to enjoy. The current location also has significant safety
concerns due to the heavy semi-truck and car traffic and a sharp turn. This resulted in
three accidents in 2018, where cars went through the fence, hit the light pole, fence,
and bleachers. There were no injuries but this raised the serious safety concern of the
current location. The re-location of the project also addressed the impact of climate
change, by relocating the area away from the flood plain and implementing flood plain
strategies in the land that remains. The new location for the facilities is in a low-traffic
area, close to residences, city hall, and the municipal pool, and closer to the public
school. This will make it easier for everyone to access the park and enjoy it. The existing
park space will be rehabilitated as part of the MNDOT highway realignment project that
will occur through the space.

2. Does the project sponsor maintain a capital asset management plan to ensure
protection and full utilization of the proposed facilities (yes or no, describe)?
Yes, in conjunction with the city’s existing Capital Improvement Plan, the City of
Wabasha is currently working with a company (ICS) to complete a total capital asset
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management plan, which will be updated yearly, and would include this park in the 
future.   

3. Does the proposed project preserve existing high-quality natural areas and water
resources?
Relocating the park away from the existing location will help to preserve the Mississippi
River slough when the MNDOT highway rerouting project is completed.

4. Does the proposed project restore and reconstruct natural communities that have been
degraded or lost due to agriculture or development?
The project will convert agricultural land to grass and trees and athletic facilities.
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ITEM 4 - COST BREAKDOWN 

Development (see Program Manual for eligibility) Contingency and indirect costs are not 
eligible. Design/Engineering costs in excess of 10% of the total project construction cost are not 
eligible. Please be aware that we require all existing and proposed facilities to have accessible 
routes so please account for that in your cost breakdown.  

Facility 
(e.g., picnic area, 
campground, walkway, 
shelter, restroom) 

Description 
(linear feet, dimensions, material 
used, number of components, etc.) 

Cost Expected 
Completion 
Date 

SITE GRADING LUMP SUM $81,800 2023 

UTILITIES (STORM, 
SANITARY, WATER) 

LUMP SUM $54,600 2023 

ELECTRICAL & 
OVERHEAD 
RELOCATION 

LUMP SUM $43,600 2023 

SAND VOLLEYBALL 
COURT 

THREE EACH $65,500 2023 

TENNIS COURT ONE EACH $109,100 2023 

PICKLBALL COURT TWO EACH $130,900 2023 

HOCKEY RINK LUMP SUM $272,800 2023 

SKATE PARK RAMPS LUMP SUM $81,800 2023 

BASKETBALL HOOP TWO EACH $15,300 2023 

SOFTBALL/LITTLE 
LEAGUE FIELD 

THREE EACH $294,600 2023 

BATTING CAGE ONE EACH $24,000 2023 

IRRIGATION, BALL 
FIELDS 

THREE EACH $81,800 2023 

LIGHTING, 
BALLFIELDS/HOCKEY 
RINK/PARKING LOT 

FOUR EACH $436,500 2023 

4” CONCRETE 
SIDEWALK 

625 SQUARE YARDS $37,500 2023 

ASPHALT PARKING LOT 4,500 SQUARE YARDS $64,900 2023 

ENGINEERING 10% CONSTRUCTION $179,500 2023 

Total $1,974,000 

1. How were the cost estimates derived?
Knowledgeable Bolton & Menk staff prepared the cost estimates based on previous
work and experience.

2. What assurances are there that the costs listed are reasonable?
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Knowledgeable Bolton & Menk professional staff prepared the cost estimates based on 
previous work, recent past projects, and experience. 

3. Describe any project elements or costs that will improve site resiliency and facility
longevity, if any.
Providing hard surface parking areas and pedestrian facilities rather than gravel or
earthen will increase resiliency and longevity. Concrete mow strips along the ballfield
fences will help minimize wear on the fencing. The location of the new facility is away
from a flood plain area and ensures climate change resiliency.

4. What is the anticipated life span of the facilities that will be funded as part of this
project?
These permanent improvements are expected to last 25 years or more.

5. What is your recent experience completing similar projects with state or federal grant
funding?
Eagle Center (State, federal grant funding), 2019 LRIP (2) street projects, Alleghany/8th
Street, 12th Street (state bonding), bike path re-paving (state and local funds)
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Land Acquisition (if applicable) – Appraisal(s) must be attached. 

Parcel Identification Number or location 
N/A 

Acres Appraised 
Value 

Expected 
Acquisition 
Date 

Total N/A 

1. Why is this acquisition needed? N/A

2. Describe the existing resources and features of the site that make it desirable for public
outdoor recreation. N/A

3. Explain how you envision this acquisition contributing to outdoor recreation in the long
term. N/A

4. From whom is this property being purchased? N/A

5. Are any buildings or structures being purchased along with the property?

a. ☐ No

b. ☐ Yes – Describe what is planned for those structures and whether the grant
funded project includes the value of those structures.

N/A 

6. How and when will the site be made open and accessible for public outdoor recreation
use?  For acquisition only grants, park and funding acknowledgement signs must be
posted prior to close of the grant and the park open for public access. Recreation
facilities must be developed within three years from the date of acquisition.
N/A

7. Is this property being acquired under threat of condemnation? N/A

8. Was the property listed for public sale?

a. ☐ No

b. ☐ Yes – Explain how the property owner was made aware of the grant sponsor’s
interest in the property.  N/A

9. Does this project involve donated property?

a. ☐ No

b. ☐ Yes – Include evidence that the seller was offered the fair market value of the
property as just compensation and willingly chose to donate the property
instead. N/A
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ITEM 5 - PROJECT SITE EVALUATION 

All applicants must prepare and submit a Project Site Evaluation.  The project site evaluation 
will provide information necessary to determine the impacts of the project, if any, on the 
environmental and cultural resources of the area. It is very important, therefore, that the 
project site evaluation identify all possible impacts of the proposed project. This will help in 
determining whether any changes in project scope or design may be required or whether 
mitigation measures must be undertaken. The following sources of information may be helpful 
in completing the evaluation: 

Endangered Species and Critical Habitat: 

US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) Report 
provides a list of species and other resources such as critical habitat (collectively referred to as 
trust resources) under the USFWS’ jurisdiction that are known or expected to be in or near the 
project area. The list may also include trust resources that occur outside of the project area, but 
that could potentially be directly or indirectly affected by activities in the project area. 
However, determining the likelihood and extent of effects a project may have on trust 
resources typically requires gathering additional site-specific (e.g., vegetation/species surveys) 
and project-specific (e.g., magnitude and timing of proposed activities) information. 

Additional information on animals and plants that are endangered, threatened or merit special 
consideration or management is available from the Minnesota Natural Heritage 
Program/Nongame Wildlife Program, Section of Wildlife, Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR). A booklet entitled Minnesota’s List of Endangered and Threatened Animal Species, that 
includes a list of all species of Minnesota's animals and plants listed under the provisions of the 
Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973, Public Law 93-205, and/or Minnesota Statute 84.0895, 
is available from the DNR by calling (651) 296-6157 or (888) 646-6367 or at the DNR website 
Minnesota's Endangered, Threatened, and Special Concern Species. 

Additional information may be obtained by calling the Division of Ecological Resources 
information number at (651) 259-5100. The DNR is also developing biological surveys on a 
county-by-county basis on sensitive natural habitats and rare plant and animal species. Several 
publications are available which provide detailed information on these subjects. Additional 
information about county biological surveys is available at Minnesota Biological Survey. 

Wetlands: 

Minnesota has adopted a "no-net-loss" wetlands policy. Each state agency must ensure that its 
activities, including state sponsored, financed, or assisted projects, do not contribute to the loss 
or diminishment of the many important values of wetlands. Unavoidable impacts must be 
minimized, and compensatory mitigation must be provided for all values that have been lost or 
diminished. The basic reference for wetland determination will be the National Wetlands 
Inventory produced by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service and available at the DNR. Questions 
regarding implementation of the "no-net-loss" policy and identification of wetlands may be 
directed to the Ecological Resources Division, DNR at (651) 259-5100. 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/
http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/natural_resources/ets/endlist.pdf
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/ets
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/ets
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mbs/index.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/wetlands/maps.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/wetlands/maps.html
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Project Site Evaluation: 

Using the following format and subject categories below, address all of the points covered 
under each category and be specific. It is important that the project site evaluation be a 
complete and accurate assessment of the natural and/or scenic characteristics of the area and 
the likely impacts of the project, either positive or negative, on those characteristics.  

Part 1 - Description of the Environment and Environmental Impact of the Proposed 
Project 

A. Present Land Use: Describe the existing site conditions, facilities, and park acres.

Approximately 7.5 acres of current flat farmland.

1. Explain why the site is suitable for the type of outdoor recreation proposal being
submitted. This site is one of the only larger portions of undeveloped property that is
not in the floodplain - located near City Hall, and the municipal pool.

2. Does the site include any elements that visually detract from the outdoor recreation
experience or that represent a potential public safety hazard?

a. ☒ No

b. ☐ Yes – Explain and describe whether this project will help to address those
concerns. Click here to enter text.

B. Environmental Intrusions: Describe all rights-of-way, easements, reversionary interests,
etc. within the proposed boundary area. All existing and future overhead power lines
serving the park must be placed underground. The cost of placing the power lines
underground can be included in this application.

There is overhead power, and the city is working with the utility to bury the lines.

C. Fish and Wildlife: Indicate whether the proposed project site is on or adjacent to a national,
state, or local wildlife management area, park, or natural area. Describe the known fish and
wildlife species common to the project site and any known species that are listed as
endangered, threatened or of special concern. Describe the likely impacts of the proposed
project on habitat, population levels, and any other factors related to the fish and wildlife
resources.

Proposed project site is not on or adjacent to any wildlife management of natural areas.
The US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation
(IPaC) Report lists the Northern Long-Eared Bat (threatened), the monarch butterfly
(candidate), and the rusty patch bumble bee (endangered) as endangered species
potentially found on the site. Additionally, there are seven migratory birds potentially
occurring at the project site. Construction improvements are not anticipated to
negatively impact either of these categories and are anticipated to provide additional
habitat and food sources.

D. Vegetation: Describe the major plant communities or types on the site. Indicate the extent
of cutting, clearing, removal or other disturbance that will result from the proposed project,
as well as any restoration and/or protection activities planned as part of the project.
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Very minimal scrub tree grubbing will take place. Replanting on a much larger scale will 
be completed with the project. 

E. Wetland Resources: Describe any existing wetland areas on or adjacent to the proposed
project site. Indicate any likely physical disturbances of these wetlands, including (but not
limited to) draining and filling that would result from the proposed project. Describe any
other potential impacts to wetlands, such as water level fluctuations or water pollution that
may result from the proposed project. Discuss possible alternatives that would avoid or
minimize negative wetland impacts. Also describe any other water resources on or adjacent
to the site, proposed uses of surface or groundwater, and any possible impacts on these
resources, including depletion or pollution, resulting from the proposed project. Explain
how the proposed project would help to protect water quality on or adjacent to the site.

N/A review of the NWI indicates there are no wetlands located within the project area.

F. Geologic and Physiographic Features: Describe any interesting, unique, or fragile geologic
and/or physiographic features on the proposed project site and any likely impacts on these
features that would result from the proposed project. Also describe any proposed
protection activities or measures to provide public education, interpretation, and
enjoyment of these resources.

N/A – not present

G. Air Quality/Noise: Describe any temporary or permanent air or noise pollution that will
result from the development and use of the site and the impacts on adjacent land uses or
landowners.

There will be construction noise during construction, but no permanent noise pollution
except the laughter of children and the sounds of people enjoying outdoor sports –
which may be preferable to farm machinery.

For the following questions, please send an email to DataRequestSHPO@state.mn.us with the 
township, section, range of the park and ask for a data search for previously known archaeological 
sites and historic properties in the project area. Take a look at the information you get back, if any, 
to see if they are in or adjacent to the project area. Use this along with your community history to 
respond to the questions. Be sure to attach the information received from DataRequestSHPO to 
your application. 

H. Archeology/ Ground Disturbances: Provide a description of current and historic land use and
ground disturbances. Include available information concerning known or suspected
archaeological resources within or adjacent to the park. Indicate if any of these identified
resources will be impacted by the proposed project.

Historically the land has been in agricultural use until its present designation as a park.
The area has been moderately disturbed by previous agricultural activities. The area
contains no known or suspected archaeological resources within or adjacent to the
project area, therefore none will be impacted by the proposed project.

I. Historic Structures:  List known historic buildings or structures located within or adjacent to
the project area (i.e., individual properties or districts which are listed in the National
Register of Historic Places, or which meet the criteria for listing in the National Register). If
applicable, identify any expected or potential impacts to these properties with the proposed
project.

mailto:DataRequestSHPO@state.mn.us
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There are historic structures located around the perimeter of the project area. None 
have been identified by the State Historic Preservation Office. However, it is expected 
that no impacts will occur to the adjacent properties with the proposed project.  

J. Surveys: Have there been any previous cultural and/or historic resource surveys completed 
that included this site within the area of potential effect that was assessed? 

 

☒ No – Describe any construction planned as a result of this project that will extend beyond 
the pre-existing disturbance area (including surface area and depth). 

Click here to enter text. 
 

☐ Yes – Attach survey and summarize findings and include page number references below.  

Click here to enter text. 
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Part 2 - Environmental Screening Form (ESF):  

The table below serves as a record of the environmental resources present at the site, whether the 
proposed action is likely to have a significantly negative impact on those resources, and whether 
further information is needed to determine the potential impact. Review the listed resources and 
identify any resources that may be significantly impacted by the action. The Environmental 
Screening Form (ESF) should be completed with professional input from resource experts and in 
consultation with relevant local, state, tribal, and federal governments, as appropriate.  
 
For each resource, indicate if positive or negative impacts are anticipated to result from the action 
or if further information is needed to determine the potential impact.  

 
Site Name:  

 How will the project affect the following resources? + - ? n/a 

1 Air quality ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

2 Circulation and transportation ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

3 Climate ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

4 Contamination or hazardous materials even if remediated ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

5 
Endangered species: (listed or proposed threatened or endangered) 
including associated habitat 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

6 Environmental justice: minority and low-income populations ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

7 Geological resources: soils, bedrock, slopes, streambeds, landforms, etc. ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

8 Historic or cultural resources ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

9 Invasive species ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

10 Land use plans or policies from other agencies including tribes ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

11 Lightscapes, especially night sky ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

12 Migratory birds ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

13 Recreation resources ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

14 Socioeconomics: changes to tax base or competition with private sector ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

15 Sound (noise impacts) ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

16 
Unique ecosystems, such as biosphere reserves, World Heritage sites, old 
growth forests, etc. 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

17 Water quality and/or quantity ☐ ☐ ☒ ☒ 

18 Water: coastal barrier resources or coastal zones ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

19 Water: marine and/or estuarine ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

20 Water: stream flow characteristics ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

21 Water: wetlands and floodplains ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

22 Other important resources 
Explain: 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 
  

+ indicates positive impacts are anticipated to result from the action 
- indicates negative impacts are anticipated to result from the action 
? indicates further information is needed to determine the potential impact 
n/a indicates resource does not exist on site or there is no impact 
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1. Have there been any previous environmental documents that are relevant to this project or 
this specific site? 

a. ☒ No 

b. ☐ Yes – Attach and summarize findings and include page number references below  

 
2. Explain any negative or unknown impacts identified in the Table of the ESF.  

Click here to enter text. 
 

3. How was the information identified in the table derived and what sources of data were used 
to justify the impact selection? 

The Office and the State Archaeologist (OSA) portal, State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO) database and historic aerials were utilized to determine past use of the site. 
Resource impact levels were determined based on our understanding of the site, 
proposed improvements, and industry standard best practices.  
 

4. Who contributed to filling out the ESF (include name, title, agency) and what qualifications 
do they have that provide the necessary resource expertise to determine impact 
significance? 

Renee Barnes (Cultural Resources Project Manager, Bolton & Menk) – cultural resources 
professional, experienced in the preparation of environmental documentation. 
 

5. List all required federal, state, and local permits/approvals needed for the proposal and 
explain their purpose and status.  

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (MPCA) – for disturbances greater than 
one acre. MDH for new water service. MPCA for new sanitary sewer service. 
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 ITEM 6 – PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND BENEFIT 

Address the following questions regarding public participation, planning process and how this 
project will provide new and/or expanded recreational opportunities.  

1. Describe both short- and long-term outdoor recreation benefits that will be achieved as 
a result of this project.
Being a brand-new park, the benefits achieved through this project will be immediately 
after completion and long term due to the life expectancy of the equipment/structures. 
This project will enhance access to outdoor recreation facilities by community members 
of diverse backgrounds, ages, and abilities. The re-located park will help Wabasha 
remain resilient to climate change and to changing demographics of an aging population, 
by continuing to create amenities that attract new families to Wabasha, while also 
creating new amenities attractive for its older population.

2. Explain how this project fits as part of other projects planned for this same site in the 
next three years.
Also in this area, there is a fairly new city well, Wabasha City Hall, and the Wabasha 
Municipal pool.  Combining these amenities will provide a much more stream-lined 
process for the public whether it is jumping in the pool after baseball practice, or 
enjoying a variety of different sports, stopping into City Hall to register for events and 
pay bills or become civically engaged. 

3. Describe the process that led to the development of this proposal and how the public 
was involved? Who was involved and how were they able to review the completed 
proposal, including any state, local, federal agency professionals, subject matter experts, 
members of the public and Indian Tribe?
In 2009, the City of Wabasha, with input and engagement of the public, developed a Park 
Plan that identified this project as a long-term goal- the entire re-design of the athletic 
field, in order to address the flooding issues and rapidly deteriorating facilities. The City 
of Wabasha 2016 Comprehensive Plan identified this project and the location for a new 
athletic facility. The 2016 comprehensive plan engaged the public through written 
surveys, Facebook, newspaper notices, and community meetings in 2015. The feedback 
was positive for this plan. Later, the project was also identified in the 2019 University of 
Minnesota, Minnesota Design Program, Community Futures Pilot Program, which 
identified the relocation of the athletic field and a plan for the re-route of the highway 
and the surrounding redevelopment. The public was notified in the paper in 2017 and in 
public notices of the meeting of the planned acquisition of the land next to City Hall for 
this purpose. The land for this project was acquired in September 2017. In 2018, along 
with its engineering firm, Bolton and Menk, the city developed four different athletic 
field concept drawings.  After soliciting feedback from the public through newspaper 
notices, stakeholder engagement, the City Hall location and plan detailed in this grant 
was selected by City Council. In 2021 a public survey of parks was completed advertised 
on Facebook, through the schools, and through e-mail. The survey confirmed that the 
public was dissatisfied with the current condition of the athletic fields and desired the 
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 proposed facilities included in this project.  The park board and City Council, 
which is composed of residents near the proposed facility confirmed the project 
was still a top priority in February 2022.    

4. Please include detail on how the public was notified. What information was made
available and what opportunity to be involved in planning and developing of your 
proposal was provided? Describe any public meetings held and/or formal public 
comment periods, including dates and length of time provided for the public to 
participate in the planning process and/or to provide comments on the completed 
proposal. Were formal comments received and did you provide written responses?
The public has been engaged on this project since the first park plan created in 2009. 
The goal to completely re design this park was identified in the park plan in 2009, which 
was published to the public in the newspaper and through public meetings. Then, in 
2016, the project to re-locate the athletic field to the land adjacent to city hall entirely 
as part of the City’s comprehensive plan was identified. The resident surveys identified 
this project as a community need. The citizen-led comprehensive plan focus group and 
park commission members helped develop the detailed plan. This plan was published on 
the City’s website in 2016 and in the newspaper and comment was solicited from the 
public about the plan and in publicly noticed meetings.  The public was notified about 
the acquisition of the adjacent land and its intention for the new athletic field in 2017 
through the publication of the plan on the City’s website, in the newspaper. The 
feedback was positive from the public that this was an ideal location. The neighbors 
have been informed of the project and are in support of this project and have provided 
positive feedback to staff.
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ITEM 7 – AVAILABILITY FOR PUBLIC USE 

 
All facilities within the park must be designed and available for general public use and open 
during typical park hours. This includes restrooms, picnic shelters, campgrounds, playgrounds 
and other structures.  For parks that include marina or campground facilities, a minimum of 
50% of the berths/campground spaces must be available for short-term rental and an equitable 
method of allocating long-term rentals shall be used.  All personal property must be removed at 
the end of each use season.  
 
State the specific hours of operation and any current or anticipated programmed use for the 
facilities proposed to be funded with this application. Saying the park will be open during 
normal park hours is not specific. Also describe any arrangements with schools, local 
organizations, clubs, or city programs for the use of the facilities. Explain how this may impact 
facility availability to the general public. 
 
Describe what fees, if any, will be charged for use of the park facilities and/or access to the 
park. 
 
Normal park operating hours is 6AM-10PM 7 days a week.  With reservations being scheduled 
by City Hall, this will somewhat limit the use of various sections of the park.  But with the broad 
diversity in things to do, there will always be use of the park available to the public.  The 
pavilions are rented out at $60 for the first 4 hours, and an additional $10 per hour after that.  
This works for Malone Park, Beach Park, and Isaac Walton Park.  Wabasha Kellogg schools may 
use the park and ballfields after reservations are completed.  The ball fields are shared between 
the city and the school.  Other local clubs like the American Legion Post may have 
baseball/softball games throughout the year as well.   
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ITEM 8 - STATEMENT OF ACCESSIBILITY 

 
All facilities improved with this grant project must meet current Americans with Disabilities 
(ADA) standards and the final guidelines for Outdoor Developed Areas. In addition, all critical 
existing components of the park listed below must be accessible to persons with disabilities.  
 
Critical components include: 

• Accessible parking spaces serving each area of the park. 

• Accessible restrooms, if restrooms are provided. 

• Accessible drinking water, if drinking water is provided. 

• Access routes to all recreation facilities provided in the park. If your facilities do not 
have access routes to them, you need to include the cost in your Cost Breakdown. For 
this program, an access route must be a minimum of five feet wide, slip resistant, firm 
and stable.  
 

If a grant is awarded, part of the grant will be withheld pending verification of access 
compliance by an on-site final inspection. 
 
The following guidelines will help you design your facilities.  Copies can be ordered from the 
U.S. Access Board at (800) 872-2253 or downloaded from their website at United States Access 
Board. 
 
1.  ADA Accessibility Standards for Buildings and Facilities 
(For buildings and certain recreation facilities including playgrounds, recreational boating 
facilities, and fishing piers) 
 
2.  Final Accessibility Guidelines for Outdoor Developed Areas September 26, 2013 
(For outdoor developed areas such as campgrounds, picnic areas, trails, and beaches.  These 
guidelines, developed for federal facilities subject to the Architectural Barriers Act, are to be 
used for facilities improved by this Outdoor Recreation Grant Program.)  
 
How are access requirements under the ADA Standards, Final Accessibility Guidelines for 
Outdoor Developed Areas and all critical components, stated above, being addressed in this 
project? Be specific. 
 
Several sidewalks and paths located leading up to and within the new park plan will be ADA 
accessible. This is a significant improvement from the existing park where there is no ADA 
access.  Other than the long-range ball fields, everything else will be connected with the ADA-
compliant sidewalks and paths including connections between on-street parking locations, the 
parking lot, other various fields and courts.   

  

http://www.access-board.gov/
http://www.access-board.gov/
https://www.access-board.gov/guidelines-and-standards/buildings-and-sites/about-the-ada-standards/ada-standards
https://www.regulations.gov/document/ATBCB-2009-0006-0085
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ITEM 9 - PROJECTED OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE COSTS 

 
Estimate the projected operations and maintenance costs for each facility to be developed or 
improved by this grant, including routine costs (such as labor, materials, utility costs and 
equipment costs), and planned major repairs or preventive maintenance (such as seal coating 
or replacement of plumbing, lighting, aglime, turf, etc.). 
 
Operation and maintenance costs will include regular lawn mowing, tree/shrub care, infield, 
and sand court maintenance during the summer months and snow clearing during the winter 
months. Most of these operations and maintenance activities are currently being completed at 
the exiting park site and will transfer to the new site.  The budget includes annual operation 
and maintenance expenditures for the Athletic Field Park as follows:  

Full Time Labor $12,000 

PT Labor $5,000 

Non-Labor Maintenance $5,000 

 
Rehabilitation and major repairs will include removal/replacement of walkways, other 
equipment and signage which are not expected for several years.  As repairs or rehabilitation is 
needed, the city can plan for and program the work into the capital improvement plan, financial 
plan and budget.  
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ATTACHMENT D 

Existing Facility Photos 
 

The existing community pool and play area were constructed in 1986 and will remain as part of the new 

park. 

 

Picture 1: Community Pool and Play Area. 

 

 

Picture 2: Community Pool and Play Area. 

 



                                    
 
 

                 

Picture 3: Community Pool. 
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COUNTY SITENUM SITENAME TOWNSHIP RANGE SECTION XQUARTERS ACRES WORKTYPE DESCRIPT TRADITION CONTEXT ReportNum Natreg CEF DOE
Wabasha

21WB0033 Wabasha III 111 10 33 E-SE-SE 9 1 EW W-1 MULT-82-04

Wabasha III 111 10 33 E-SE-SE 9 1 EW W-1 MULT-81-06



COUNTY CITYTWP PROPNAME ADDRESS TOWNSHIP RANGE SECTION QUARTERSUSGS REPORTNUM NRHP CEFDOE INVENTNUM
Wabasha

Wabasha
U.S./Trunk Highway 61 (formerly State 
Road/TH 1 and 3) TH 61 - City of Wabasha 111 10 33 Wabasha South XX-2018-4H WB-ROD-001

house 735 Broadway Ave. 111 10 33 W-NW-NW Wabasha North WB-87-1H WB-WBC-028

house 1300 Broadway Ave. 111 10 33 NW-NW-SW Wabasha South WB-87-1H WB-WBC-029
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IPaC resource list

This report is an automatically generated list of species and other resources such as critical habitat

(collectively referred to as trust resources) under the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (USFWS)

jurisdiction that are known or expected to be on or near the project area referenced below. The list

may also include trust resources that occur outside of the project area, but that could potentially be

directly or indirectly a�ected by activities in the project area. However, determining the likelihood

and extent of e�ects a project may have on trust resources typically requires gathering additional

site-speci�c (e.g., vegetation/species surveys) and project-speci�c (e.g., magnitude and timing of

proposed activities) information.

Below is a summary of the project information you provided and contact information for the USFWS

o�ce(s) with jurisdiction in the de�ned project area. Please read the introduction to each section

that follows (Endangered Species, Migratory Birds, USFWS Facilities, and NWI Wetlands) for

additional information applicable to the trust resources addressed in that section.

Location
Wabasha County, Minnesota

Local o�ce

Minnesota-Wisconsin Ecological Services Field O�ce

  (952) 252-0092

  (952) 646-2873

MAILING ADDRESS

4101 American Blvd E

Bloomington, MN 55425-1665

PHYSICAL ADDRESS

U.S. Fish & Wildlife ServiceIPaC

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/
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4101 American Blvd E

-}

Bloomington, MN 55425-1665

http:/ / www.fws.gov/ midwest/ Endangered/ section7/ s7process/ step1.html

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/Endangered/section7/s7process/step1.html
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Endangered species
This resource list is for informational purposes only and does not constitute an analysis of

project level impacts.

The primary information used to generate this list is the known or expected range of each species.

Additional areas of in�uence (AOI) for species are also considered. An AOI includes areas outside of

the species range if the species could be indirectly a�ected by activities in that area (e.g., placing a

dam upstream of a �sh population even if that �sh does not occur at the dam site, may indirectly

impact the species by reducing or eliminating water �ow downstream). Because species can move,

and site conditions can change, the species on this list are not guaranteed to be found on or near

the project area. To fully determine any potential e�ects to species, additional site-speci�c and

project-speci�c information is often required.

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act requires Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary

information whether any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area

of such proposed action" for any project that is conducted, permitted, funded, or licensed by any

Federal agency. A letter from the local o�ce and a species list which ful�lls this requirement can

only be obtained by requesting an o�cial species list from either the Regulatory Review section in

IPaC (see directions below) or from the local �eld o�ce directly.

For project evaluations that require USFWS concurrence/review, please return to the IPaC website

and request an o�cial species list by doing the following:

1. Draw the project location and click CONTINUE.

2. Click DEFINE PROJECT.

3. Log in (if directed to do so).

4. Provide a name and description for your project.

5. Click REQUEST SPECIES LIST.

Listed species  and their critical habitats are managed by the Ecological Services Program of the U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the �sheries division of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration (NOAA Fisheries ).

Species and critical habitats under the sole responsibility of NOAA Fisheries are not shown on this

list. Please contact NOAA Fisheries for species under their jurisdiction.

1. Species listed under the Endangered Species Act are threatened or endangered; IPaC also shows

species that are candidates, or proposed, for listing. See the listing status page for more

information. IPaC only shows species that are regulated by USFWS (see FAQ).

2. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an o�ce of the

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of Commerce.

The following species are potentially a�ected by activities in this location:

Mammals

1

2

https://www.fws.gov/ecological-services/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/topic/consultations/endangered-species-act-consultations
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species-directory/threatened-endangered
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/laws-policies/esa.html
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/status/list
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
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Clams

Insects

Critical habitats

Potential e�ects to critical habitat(s) in this location must be analyzed along with the endangered

species themselves.

THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS AT THIS LOCATION.

NAME STATUS

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis

Wherever found

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Threatened

NAME STATUS

Higgins Eye (pearlymussel) Lampsilis higginsii
Wherever found

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5428

Endangered

Sheepnose Mussel Plethobasus cyphyus

Wherever found

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6903

Endangered

Spectaclecase (mussel) Cumberlandia monodonta

Wherever found

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7867

Endangered

NAME STATUS

Monarch Butter�y Danaus plexippus

Wherever found

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Candidate

Rusty Patched Bumble Bee Bombus a�nis

Wherever found

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9383

Endangered

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5428
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6903
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7867
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9383
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Migratory birds

The birds listed below are birds of particular concern either because they occur on the USFWS Birds

of Conservation Concern (BCC) list or warrant special attention in your project location. To learn

more about the levels of concern for birds on your list and how this list is generated, see the FAQ

below. This is not a list of every bird you may �nd in this location, nor a guarantee that every bird on

this list will be found in your project area. To see exact locations of where birders and the general

public have sighted birds in and around your project area, visit the E-bird data mapping tool (Tip:

enter your location, desired date range and a species on your list). For projects that occur o� the

Atlantic Coast, additional maps and models detailing the relative occurrence and abundance of bird

species on your list are available. Links to additional information about Atlantic Coast birds, and

other important information about your migratory bird list, including how to properly interpret and

use your migratory bird report, can be found below.

For guidance on when to schedule activities or implement avoidance and minimization measures to

reduce impacts to migratory birds on your list, click on the PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE SUMMARY at

the top of your list to see when these birds are most likely to be present and breeding in your

project area.

Certain birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act  and the Bald and Golden Eagle

Protection Act .

Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in impacts to migratory

birds, eagles, and their habitats should follow appropriate regulations and consider implementing

appropriate conservation measures, as described below.

1. The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918.

2. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.

Additional information can be found using the following links:

Birds of Conservation Concern http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/

birds-of-conservation-concern.php

Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds

http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/

conservation-measures.php

Nationwide conservation measures for birds

http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/nationwidestandardconservationmeasures.pdf

1

2

NAME BREEDING SEASON (IF A

BREEDING SEASON IS INDICATED

FOR A BIRD ON YOUR LIST, THE

BIRD MAY BREED IN YOUR

PROJECT AREA SOMETIME WITHIN

THE TIMEFRAME SPECIFIED,

WHICH IS A VERY LIBERAL

ESTIMATE OF THE DATES INSIDE

https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php
http://ebird.org/ebird/map/
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/migratory-bird-treaty-act.php
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/bald-and-golden-eagle-protection-act.php
http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php
http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/conservation-measures.php
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/nationwidestandardconservationmeasures.pdf
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Probability of Presence Summary

The graphs below provide our best understanding of when birds of concern are most likely to be

present in your project area. This information can be used to tailor and schedule your project

activities to avoid or minimize impacts to birds. Please make sure you read and understand the FAQ

WHICH THE BIRD BREEDS

ACROSS ITS ENTIRE RANGE.

"BREEDS ELSEWHERE" INDICATES

THAT THE BIRD DOES NOT LIKELY

BREED IN YOUR PROJECT AREA.)

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus

This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but

warrants attention because of the Eagle Act or for potential

susceptibilities in o�shore areas from certain types of development

or activities.

Breeds Dec 1 to Aug 31

Black-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in

the continental USA and Alaska.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9399

Breeds May 15 to Oct 10

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos

This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but

warrants attention because of the Eagle Act or for potential

susceptibilities in o�shore areas from certain types of development

or activities.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680

Breeds elsewhere

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa �avipes

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in

the continental USA and Alaska.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9679

Breeds elsewhere

Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in

the continental USA and Alaska.

Breeds May 10 to Sep 10

Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird

Conservation Regions (BCRs) in the continental USA

Breeds elsewhere

Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in

the continental USA and Alaska.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9480

Breeds elsewhere

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9399
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9679
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9480
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 no data survey e�ort breeding season probability of presence

"Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report" before using or attempting to

interpret this report.

Probability of Presence ( )

Each green bar represents the bird's relative probability of presence in the 10km grid cell(s) your

project overlaps during a particular week of the year. (A year is represented as 12 4-week months.)

A taller bar indicates a higher probability of species presence. The survey e�ort (see below) can be

used to establish a level of con�dence in the presence score. One can have higher con�dence in the

presence score if the corresponding survey e�ort is also high.

How is the probability of presence score calculated? The calculation is done in three steps:

1. The probability of presence for each week is calculated as the number of survey events in the

week where the species was detected divided by the total number of survey events for that

week. For example, if in week 12 there were 20 survey events and the Spotted Towhee was

found in 5 of them, the probability of presence of the Spotted Towhee in week 12 is 0.25.

2. To properly present the pattern of presence across the year, the relative probability of presence

is calculated. This is the probability of presence divided by the maximum probability of presence

across all weeks. For example, imagine the probability of presence in week 20 for the Spotted

Towhee is 0.05, and that the probability of presence at week 12 (0.25) is the maximum of any

week of the year. The relative probability of presence on week 12 is 0.25/0.25 = 1; at week 20 it is

0.05/0.25 = 0.2.

3. The relative probability of presence calculated in the previous step undergoes a statistical

conversion so that all possible values fall between 0 and 10, inclusive. This is the probability of

presence score.

To see a bar's probability of presence score, simply hover your mouse cursor over the bar.

Breeding Season ( )

Yellow bars denote a very liberal estimate of the time-frame inside which the bird breeds across its

entire range. If there are no yellow bars shown for a bird, it does not breed in your project area.

Survey E�ort ( )

Vertical black lines superimposed on probability of presence bars indicate the number of surveys

performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) your project area overlaps. The number of

surveys is expressed as a range, for example, 33 to 64 surveys.

To see a bar's survey e�ort range, simply hover your mouse cursor over the bar.

No Data ( )

A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week.

Survey Timeframe

Surveys from only the last 10 years are used in order to ensure delivery of currently relevant

information. The exception to this is areas o� the Atlantic coast, where bird returns are based on all

years of available data, since data in these areas is currently much more sparse.

SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC



3/9/22, 7:56 AM IPaC: Explore Location resources

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/location/CEJNKVF62JCSDJDAIJUMQU7IL4/resources 8/12

Bald Eagle

Non-BCC

Vulnerable (This is

not a Bird of

Conservation

Concern (BCC) in

this area, but

warrants attention

because of the

Eagle Act or for

potential

susceptibilities in

o�shore areas

from certain types

of development or

activities.)

Black-billed

Cuckoo

BCC Rangewide

(CON) (This is a

Bird of

Conservation

Concern (BCC)

throughout its

range in the

continental USA

and Alaska.)

Golden Eagle

Non-BCC

Vulnerable (This is

not a Bird of

Conservation

Concern (BCC) in

this area, but

warrants attention

because of the

Eagle Act or for

potential

susceptibilities in

o�shore areas

from certain types

of development or

activities.)

Lesser Yellowlegs

BCC Rangewide

(CON) (This is a

Bird of

Conservation

Concern (BCC)

throughout its

range in the

continental USA

and Alaska.)
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Red-headed

Woodpecker

BCC Rangewide

(CON) (This is a

Bird of

Conservation

Concern (BCC)

throughout its

range in the

continental USA

and Alaska.)

Rusty Blackbird

BCC - BCR (This is a

Bird of

Conservation

Concern (BCC) only

in particular Bird

Conservation

Regions (BCRs) in

the continental

USA)

Short-billed

Dowitcher

BCC Rangewide

(CON) (This is a

Bird of

Conservation

Concern (BCC)

throughout its

range in the

continental USA

and Alaska.)

Tell me more about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory birds.

Nationwide Conservation Measures describes measures that can help avoid and minimize impacts to all birds at

any location year round. Implementation of these measures is particularly important when birds are most likely to

occur in the project area. When birds may be breeding in the area, identifying the locations of any active nests and

avoiding their destruction is a very helpful impact minimization measure. To see when birds are most likely to

occur and be breeding in your project area, view the Probability of Presence Summary. Additional measures or

permits may be advisable depending on the type of activity you are conducting and the type of infrastructure or

bird species present on your project site.

What does IPaC use to generate the migratory birds potentially occurring in my speci�ed location?

The Migratory Bird Resource List is comprised of USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) and other species

that may warrant special attention in your project location.

The migratory bird list generated for your project is derived from data provided by the Avian Knowledge Network

(AKN). The AKN data is based on a growing collection of survey, banding, and citizen science datasets and is

queried and �ltered to return a list of those birds reported as occurring in the 10km grid cell(s) which your project

intersects, and that have been identi�ed as warranting special attention because they are a BCC species in that

area, an eagle (Eagle Act requirements may apply), or a species that has a particular vulnerability to o�shore

activities or development.

http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/nationwidestandardconservationmeasures.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/conservation-measures.php
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/permits.php
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php
http://www.avianknowledge.net/
https://data.pointblue.org/api/v3/annual-summaries-about-data-types.html
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/eagle-management.php
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Again, the Migratory Bird Resource list includes only a subset of birds that may occur in your project area. It is not

representative of all birds that may occur in your project area. To get a list of all birds potentially present in your

project area, please visit the AKN Phenology Tool.

What does IPaC use to generate the probability of presence graphs for the migratory birds potentially

occurring in my speci�ed location?

The probability of presence graphs associated with your migratory bird list are based on data provided by the

Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). This data is derived from a growing collection of survey, banding, and citizen

science datasets .

Probability of presence data is continuously being updated as new and better information becomes available. To

learn more about how the probability of presence graphs are produced and how to interpret them, go the

Probability of Presence Summary and then click on the "Tell me about these graphs" link.

How do I know if a bird is breeding, wintering, migrating or present year-round in my project area?

To see what part of a particular bird's range your project area falls within (i.e. breeding, wintering, migrating or

year-round), you may refer to the following resources: The Cornell Lab of Ornithology All About Birds Bird Guide, or

(if you are unsuccessful in locating the bird of interest there), the Cornell Lab of Ornithology Neotropical Birds

guide. If a bird on your migratory bird species list has a breeding season associated with it, if that bird does occur

in your project area, there may be nests present at some point within the timeframe speci�ed. If "Breeds

elsewhere" is indicated, then the bird likely does not breed in your project area.

What are the levels of concern for migratory birds?

Migratory birds delivered through IPaC fall into the following distinct categories of concern:

1. "BCC Rangewide" birds are Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) that are of concern throughout their range

anywhere within the USA (including Hawaii, the Paci�c Islands, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands);

2. "BCC - BCR" birds are BCCs that are of concern only in particular Bird Conservation Regions (BCRs) in the

continental USA; and

3. "Non-BCC - Vulnerable" birds are not BCC species in your project area, but appear on your list either because

of the Eagle Act requirements (for eagles) or (for non-eagles) potential susceptibilities in o�shore areas from

certain types of development or activities (e.g. o�shore energy development or longline �shing).

Although it is important to try to avoid and minimize impacts to all birds, e�orts should be made, in particular, to

avoid and minimize impacts to the birds on this list, especially eagles and BCC species of rangewide concern. For

more information on conservation measures you can implement to help avoid and minimize migratory bird

impacts and requirements for eagles, please see the FAQs for these topics.

Details about birds that are potentially a�ected by o�shore projects

For additional details about the relative occurrence and abundance of both individual bird species and groups of

bird species within your project area o� the Atlantic Coast, please visit the Northeast Ocean Data Portal. The Portal

also o�ers data and information about other taxa besides birds that may be helpful to you in your project review.

Alternately, you may download the bird model results �les underlying the portal maps through the NOAA NCCOS

Integrative Statistical Modeling and Predictive Mapping of Marine Bird Distributions and Abundance on the Atlantic

Outer Continental Shelf project webpage.

Bird tracking data can also provide additional details about occurrence and habitat use throughout the year,

including migration. Models relying on survey data may not include this information. For additional information on

marine bird tracking data, see the Diving Bird Study and the nanotag studies or contact Caleb Spiegel or Pam

Loring.

http://avianknowledge.net/index.php/phenology-tool/
http://www.avianknowledge.net/
https://data.pointblue.org/api/v3/annual-summaries-about-data-types.html
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/search/
https://neotropical.birds.cornell.edu/Species-Account/nb/home
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/bald-and-golden-eagle-information.php
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/?birds
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/project/statistical-modeling-marine-bird-distributions/
http://www.boem.gov/AT-12-02/
http://www.boem.gov/AT-13-01/
mailto:Caleb_Spiegel@fws.gov
mailto:Pamela_Loring@fws.gov
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What if I have eagles on my list?

If your project has the potential to disturb or kill eagles, you may need to obtain a permit to avoid violating the

Eagle Act should such impacts occur.

Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report

The migratory bird list generated is not a list of all birds in your project area, only a subset of birds of priority

concern. To learn more about how your list is generated, and see options for identifying what other birds may be

in your project area, please see the FAQ "What does IPaC use to generate the migratory birds potentially occurring

in my speci�ed location". Please be aware this report provides the "probability of presence" of birds within the 10

km grid cell(s) that overlap your project; not your exact project footprint. On the graphs provided, please also look

carefully at the survey e�ort (indicated by the black vertical bar) and for the existence of the "no data" indicator (a

red horizontal bar). A high survey e�ort is the key component. If the survey e�ort is high, then the probability of

presence score can be viewed as more dependable. In contrast, a low survey e�ort bar or no data bar means a lack

of data and, therefore, a lack of certainty about presence of the species. This list is not perfect; it is simply a

starting point for identifying what birds of concern have the potential to be in your project area, when they might

be there, and if they might be breeding (which means nests might be present). The list helps you know what to

look for to con�rm presence, and helps guide you in knowing when to implement conservation measures to avoid

or minimize potential impacts from your project activities, should presence be con�rmed. To learn more about

conservation measures, visit the FAQ "Tell me about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize

impacts to migratory birds" at the bottom of your migratory bird trust resources page.

Facilities

National Wildlife Refuge lands

Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a

'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to

discuss any questions or concerns.

THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS AT THIS LOCATION.

Fish hatcheries

THERE ARE NO FISH HATCHERIES AT THIS LOCATION.

Wetlands in the National Wetlands Inventory
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section 404

of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/permits/need-a-permit.php
http://www.fws.gov/refuges/
http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/
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For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers District.

THERE ARE NO KNOWN WETLANDS AT THIS LOCATION.

Data limitations

The Service's objective of mapping wetlands and deepwater habitats is to produce reconnaissance level

information on the location, type and size of these resources. The maps are prepared from the analysis of high

altitude imagery. Wetlands are identi�ed based on vegetation, visible hydrology and geography. A margin of error

is inherent in the use of imagery; thus, detailed on-the-ground inspection of any particular site may result in

revision of the wetland boundaries or classi�cation established through image analysis.

The accuracy of image interpretation depends on the quality of the imagery, the experience of the image analysts,

the amount and quality of the collateral data and the amount of ground truth veri�cation work conducted.

Metadata should be consulted to determine the date of the source imagery used and any mapping problems.

Wetlands or other mapped features may have changed since the date of the imagery or �eld work. There may be

occasional di�erences in polygon boundaries or classi�cations between the information depicted on the map and

the actual conditions on site.

Data exclusions

Certain wetland habitats are excluded from the National mapping program because of the limitations of aerial

imagery as the primary data source used to detect wetlands. These habitats include seagrasses or submerged

aquatic vegetation that are found in the intertidal and subtidal zones of estuaries and nearshore coastal waters.

Some deepwater reef communities (coral or tuber�cid worm reefs) have also been excluded from the inventory.

These habitats, because of their depth, go undetected by aerial imagery.

Data precautions

Federal, state, and local regulatory agencies with jurisdiction over wetlands may de�ne and describe wetlands in a

di�erent manner than that used in this inventory. There is no attempt, in either the design or products of this

inventory, to de�ne the limits of proprietary jurisdiction of any Federal, state, or local government or to establish

the geographical scope of the regulatory programs of government agencies. Persons intending to engage in

activities involving modi�cations within or adjacent to wetland areas should seek the advice of appropriate federal,

state, or local agencies concerning speci�ed agency regulatory programs and proprietary jurisdictions that may

a�ect such activities.

http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx



