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Background

Timeline:
• Draft EIS Agency Meeting: April 23, 2024

• Draft EIS Updated

• Draft EIS Update Agency Review: May 30, 2024

• Draft EIS Update Comments Received: July 1, 2024

• Port Authority Update: July 10, 2024

• Final EIS Prepared: August 20, 2024
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Final Round - Agency Comments

Key Concerns

• Federal Land Impacts

• Future Use of Facility

• Future Development and Expansion

• Recreational Use Impacts

• Alternatives Analysis



Bolton-Menk.com

Final Round – Agency Comments

• Federal Land Impacts (USFWS)

• Question of who “owns” the riverbed being dredged

• Property maps updated showing ownership 
updated

• Provided information from DNR indicating State 
ownership of riverbed

• Concern over impact to USFWS Refuge land

• Provided information on size and types of tugs 
to be used

• Highlighted buffer distance from channel to 
Refuge land

• No wake operations in channel and “nose-in” 
mooring restrictions will be added to 
operational agreement
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Final Round – Agency Comments

• Future Use of Facility

• Operational Agreement restriction on use of facility for 
other products for 10-years minimum.

• Facility only has capacity for 2 barges per day and 100 
trucks per day regardless of product  - Same impacts as 
dredged material management
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Final Round – Agency Comments

• Future Development and Expansion

• Cumulative Impact, Connected and Phase Action 
Concern

• Adjacent property is zoned for Industrial Development

• Future development needs to meet zoning 
requirements and obtain necessary permits

• City has received no plans or proposals for adjacent 
development or expansion of port facility, therefore no 
cumulative impact, no connected and phased action
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Final Round – Agency Comments

• Recreational Use Impacts

• Only 2 barges per day

• No restrictions on recreational use of channel

• Minimal impact to recreational use
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Final Round – Agency Comments

• Alternatives Analysis

• Alternatives analysis updated with additional requested 
information

• Alternative Sites

• Alternative Scale/Magnitude

• Additional environmental analysis added for each 
alternative considered
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Summary of All Comments Received

Comment Response Document

• 118 comments received throughout Draft EIS 
process

• Appendix P: Draft EIS Comments-Responses

• Addresses each comment received.

• Addressed comment directly, refers to 
section in Final EIS where issue is addressed 
if applicable. 
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Specific Sections Updated in EIS 

Updated Sections

• All comments are addressed in Final EIS either 
in comment/response document or in 
modified sections of the EIS

• Specific Sections/Items Updated
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State EIS and Federal EA Schedule

Timeline:
• Final EIS and Federal EA Port Authority Review and Approval: 

August 20, 2024

• Final EIS and Draft Federal EA Submittal: August 27, 2024

• Final EIS Review period: September 3-13, 2024

• Final EIS Notice of Adequacy by Port Authority: September 
17, 2024

• Federal EA Agency Coordination: September – November 
2024

• Federal EA Approval (anticipated): December 2024
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Final Design and Construction Schedule

Timeline:
• Final Design – September 2024 - February 2025

• Permitting – September 2024 – May 2025

• Tree Removal Contract Bidding – February 2025

• Tree Removal – March 2025

• Site, Dock, and Dredging Contract Bidding – June 2025

• Site, Dock, and Dredging Construction – July 2025 –
November 2025
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Requested Action and Next Steps

Requested Action:

• Approve Final EIS and Draft Federal EA for 
submittal.

Next Steps:

•  The “Notice of Adequacy” for the Final EIS, will 
complete this state-level process (September Port 
Authority Meeting).

•  Anticipate one to two rounds of comments on the 
Federal EA.
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Thank you!

Questions and Comments?

Brian Malm, Principal Engineer

Angie Smith, Senior Environmental Planner


