
SECTION 650: AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING
CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED

“STREET LIGHT UTILITY”
(REVISED 08-07-2012, 5/5/15)

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WABASHA, MINNESOTA, HEREBY ORDAINS:
SECTION 1. That Section 650 - Code of Ordinances entitled “Street Light Utility” is hereby enacted as
follows:

Section 650 – Street Light Utility

Section 650.1. Authority and Purpose.

Minnesota Statutes, Section 429.021 authorizes cities to install, replace, extend and
maintain street lights and street lighting systems and special lighting systems. The City
Council has determined that in order to promote the general health, safety and welfare
of the citizens of the City, it is in the best interest of the citizens that the City operate
and maintain a City street lighting system utility and has further determined that the
operation and maintenance of such utility benefits each and every property within the
City. The City Council has therefore determined that it is fair, appropriate and
reasonable that the costs of such operation and maintenance be paid on a fair and
reasonable basis by all of the property in the City so benefitted and the cost should be
charged and collected from all such benefitted property, except for those exempted in
Section 650:15.

Section 650:05. Street Light Utility Established.

The City of Wabasha hereby establishes a Street Light Utility. The system consists of all
street lighting facilities owned by the City and all street lighting facilities for which the
City purchases and supplies electrical energy. The operation of such utility shall be
under the supervision of the Public Works Superintendent.

Subd. 1. Areas Served by Standard Street Lighting Systems. This includes portions of the
City where street lights are installed.

Section 650:10. Definitions.

Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the following terms as used in this
ordinance shall have the meanings designated.

Street Light Utility Fee. The fee charged monthly for the operation, repair and
maintenance of the street lights.
Snowbird. Residents that leave for an extended (more than 30 days) period of
time

Section 650:15. Rates and Collection of Fees.

Subd. 1. Rates and Charges:



Every property within the Wabasha city limits shall be charged a Street Light Utility Fee,
which shall be a fair and equitable share of the cost to provide, operate and maintain
the City-wide street lighting system as set forth in section 825 of the City Code. The
Street Light Utility Fee shall be determined by the City Council by resolution.

Each property with a single meter but servicing more than 1 unit shall be charged a
Street Light Utility Fee for each unit serviced by the single meter.

Subd. 2. Collection of Fees.

Street Light Utility charges may be billed and collected on a monthly basis as
determined by the Wabasha City Clerk.

Subd. 3 Snowbirds.

Residents that are snowbirds and sign a utility waiver form to have their utility services
suspended are still responsible for payment of the monthly street light utility fee for the
period that the utility services are suspended. The fee will be due when utility services
are resumed.

Subd. 4. Exemptions. The following land uses are exempt from the established Street Light
Utility Charges:

(1) Public street right-of-way
(2) City-owned land
(3) Railroad right-of-way
(4) Cemeteries

Subd. 5. Penalty for Late Payment. A penalty in the amount of 10% of the balance shall be
added to all Public Utilities accounts not paid in full by the due date. The penalty for late
payment shall be added to the balance for which the account remains unpaid.

Subd. 6. Certification of Past Due Surcharges on Taxes. Any past due Street Light Utility
charges in excess of ninety (90) days past due on October 1 of any year may be certified to
the applicable County Records Office for collection with real estate taxes in the following year
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 429.101. In addition, the City shall also have the right
to bring a civil action or take other legal remedies to collect the unpaid surcharges.

Section 650:20. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect on Jun 1, 2010.
Amended 09-07-10. Amended 06-05-12.


