HPC
Monday September 28, 2015
 
Commission Members:
Emily Durand -Chair 		Jay Jewson -Vice Chair
Mary Flicek 			Kelly Linton			
Ron Prescher			Bruce Wildes	
Linda Mann	
City Representatives:
Wendy Busch, Planning Assistant

PROCEEDINGS OF THE HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION
The regular meeting of the Heritage Preservation Commission was held on Monday September 28, 2015 at Wabasha City Hall and called to order at 9:05 am by Vice Chair Jewson.

Roll found all commissioners present except Chair Durand and Commissioner Wildes.

Changes or Additions to Agenda- none

Approval of Minutes- Commissioners Mann and Prescher made a motion to approve the minutes from August 24, 2015 as presented. Adopted unanimously. 

Design Review – None

Possible Design review/request-
Staff indicated that she had anticipated a design review for the new Bakery on Pembroke, but nothing had been submitted as of last week.

Old Business	
A) Comp Plan Steering Committee Update – 
Staff provided minutes from the last steering committee meeting. Goals and policies need to be established and Kristi needs to meet with each of the boards and commissions as well as department heads to formulate this section. Kristi plans to provide a draft of the goals and policies to the steering committee for their review. A draft plan will be published and available for the public for review as well as an open house. 

B) Annual Statewide Conference 9/17-9/18 Little Falls –
Commissioner Mann and Staff attended the fall conference and gave a brief overview of highlighted points. The main venue was at the St. Francis Convent with evening events that took place at the Great River Arts Association and the Lindon Hills Historic Event Center. The conference Keynote speaker was Susan West Montgomery who addressed the topic of Grassroots Advocacy for Preservationists and acknowledging that as preservationists we have been preceded as “No people” and we need to move forward and say “yes.” Don’t let the perfect be your biggest enemy. Both attended a morning and afternoon session on Vacant Storefronts. Many ideas were expressed and one included featuring a vacant building of the month with the Chamber of Commerce. Speakers also highlighted that repairs are easier to do when you have no tenants. Some of the City’s had uniform poster boards in each of their vacant buildings that said “This building isn’t empty,,,, it’s full of opportunity.” Commissioner Mann and Staff also indicated that during one of the sessions they talked about a preservation easement, in which a City took over an old clock that was hanging off of what use to be a bank building, restored it through a grant and are maintaining it. The City of Little Falls owns the majority of the front façade in the downtown area. Something to look further in regarding the Café sign. Next year’s annual conference will be held in Hastings. 

C) Finchy Building – Foreclosure Auction
Vice Chair Jewson indicated since the Finchy building was foreclosed on the normal redemption period is six months. It would be the end of January before the bank would get it back. Bruce Kreye would still have control over it until that time. If someone would be interested in the property they could purchase from Bruce Kreye but since it’s tied to all of the other mortgages they would need to get a partial satisfaction of a mortgage and that could be difficult to do.

Staff indicated that at last month’s meeting, a man by the name of David Williams was interested in the Finchy building, but has since taken a job in Winona and is no longer interested. 

Chair Durand emailed staff a Purchase Option Fact Sheet from Preservation Alliance of Minnesota. 


D) River Front Task Force/REC- No update

New Business- None	

Other Business (Pieces of the past)- Commissioner Mann discussed the potential of a subcommittee to work with business owners about non-compliant signage within the district. After much discussion we will keep the topic on the agenda for future review. 
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Announcements – Commissioner Flicek went to Washington DC and to Mt. Vernon. In a museum display case she saw a piece of history regarding 12 women who decided to formulate the first Heritage Preservation Commission in the United States. They were able to preserve Mt. Vernon. Commissioner Prescher indicated that he was on another trip and came a crossed another Frank Lloyd Wright chapel, which has added to the 80-90 Frank Lloyd Wright places that Commissioner Prescher has visited a crossed the country.

The next regular meeting of the HPC is scheduled for Monday October 26, 2015 at 9 am at Wabasha City Hall. 
 
Having no other business Commissioners Mann and Flicek moved to adjourn at 10:32 am.  Adopted unanimously.

___________________________________________ 
Wendy Busch, Planning Assistant

__________________________________________
Adopted
