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Commission Members:
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Ron Prescher Bruce Wildes
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City Representatives:
Chad Springer, City Administrator
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION

The regular meeting of the Heritage Preservation Commission was held on Monday September 22, 2014 at Wabasha City
Hall and called to order at 9:04 am by Chair Durand.

Roll found all commissioners present except Commissioner Linton.

Chair Durand welcomed new commission member Jay Jewson.

Chair Durand welcomed new City Planner Kristi Clark. Kristi provided commission members with her background
information and informed them that she will be working regular hours on Monday and Thursday. She also stated that one
of the items she will be working on is the comp plan and will make sure that the HPC is up to date on the progress.
Commission members introduced themselves and gave brief background information.

Changes or Additions to Agenda
Commissioner Flicek requested adding a design report to item 7a.
Commissioner Mann requested adding item 10d – Stiever Bldg – discussion.
Chair Durand requested adding under action items 10cii – LaCrosse Main Street Conference

Commissioners Mann and Flicek moved to approve the minutes from 7/28/14, 8/4/14 and 8/25/14 with the following
changes. Adopted unanimously.

1.7/28/14 minutes – add the following to page 2 Old Business – Finchy Building, para 1, end: Council and public
complaints make this a priority for the Commission due to the significance of the property and investment in the
reuse study.
2. 8/25/14 minutes – remove the minutes approval statement as there were no minutes approved at that meeting.

City Administrator gave an overview of the Riverfront Task Force. He stated that the main project for the committee is the
riverfront property by the NEC. There was a study done by the NEC and they concluded that they will need more space.
The task force will be working with a company to complete a study to find the best use for the property and will also be
completing a feasibility and financial study. Vicki Moore and Rolf Thompson from the Port Authority are on the task force
as well as several others. The Port Authority have completed a proposal and sent it out for bids. They expect to have
bids back in October. Staff will keep the HPC up to date on the project.

Commissioner Flicek provided a copy of the Downtown Visioning that was completed by LHB in 2006 for information.
Commissioners discussed the information provided. No action was needed.

Design Review –
A) Smarter Living- 164 Pembroke Ave S.

Thomas Ostrom was present and addressed the Commission; he is requesting approval for outdoor lighting.
Mr. Ostrom stated that they have chosen a light that is a 12” round Hampton Bay light. Commission members
were provided with a picture of the proposed light and a drawing of the installation location. Commission
members discussed the request. Commission members Flicek and Mann moved to approve the proposed
light and location. Adopted unanimously.

Commission members also requested Mr. Ostrom bring back pictures of the building after work is completed.

Agenda Item 8 – Downtown Street Light Concept Discussion



Jan Kasper was present and addressed the commission. She is requesting the commission consider dressing up
the downtown light posts by adding an eagles nest or eagle to the top of some of the light posts. She stated that
there are currently too many lights and she believes that adding either an eagle’s nest that flowers can be planted
in or an eagle would add color to the downtown. She provided a sketch of her concept. Commission members
discussed the request. Commissioner Flicek stated that the light posts are not very strong and any weight
beyond the current banners could be too much. It was decided that staff would look at downtown lighting
requirements and report back to the Commission.

Agenda Item 9 – Possible design review/request – Pembroke Ave Chiropractic office.
This item was tabled as no information was currently available.

Old Business

A.) Los Portales technical assistance
Chair Durand gave the following update from the subcommittee on the Los Portales signage:



C.) Stiever building update
Commissioner Mann reported that she has spoken to the owner of the building, Lucille Stiever and she
indicated that she would like to reshingle the back lean too. Staff will call Mrs. Stiever to communicate to her
that she will need a re-roof permit and provide any other information.

Commissioner Mann also reported that she has spoken with the current renters and explained to them the
significance of the Café sign and the reasoning for not removing it.

D.) Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation “Picture It Painted” Grant update
Commission Chair Durand brought forward for discussion the SMIF grant for painting the city signs. She
stated that she has not been able to get a quote for the painting and the grant deadline is approaching. It was
suggested that she contact Craig Hough or Mike Meyer for a quote. It was determined that the city should
spearhead the updating of the billboard as it was originally constructed by the city. Commissioners Jewson
and Mann moved to let the grant expire and to direct Emily to contact SMIF and communicate that the city will
not be able to participate in the grant this time and the reasons. Adopted Unanimously.

E.) Commissioner/staff training
a. 2014 AASLH conference (St. Paul, MN Sept. 17-19)

Commissioners Flicek and Mann and Zoning Assistant, Wendy Busch attended the conference.
Commissioners Flicek and Mann gave a verbal report. Commissioner Flicek will provide a written report at
the next meeting.

b. Upper Mississippi Main Street Conference. – Commissioner Flicek reminded the commission on another
Main Street Training available in La Crosse in October and provided a schedule of events for the
conference.

Other Business –

A.) Downtown Visioning process – discussed earlier.
B.) Pieces of the past – none

Announcements - none

Review of Action Items

A.) Commission Chair Durand will contact SMIF re the Picture It Painted grant
B.) Rolf Thompson and Vicki Moore from the Riverfront Committee at next meeting
C.) Commissioner Flicek will provide a written report of the state conference at the next meeting.

The next regular meeting of the HPC is scheduled for Monday October 28, 2014 at 9am at Wabasha City Hall.

Having no other business Commissioners Prescher and Wildes moved to adjourn at 10:32 am. Adopted unanimously.

___________________________________________
Patty Heraty, Deputy Clerk

__________________________________________
Adopted


