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Commission Members:
Emily Durand -Chair Jay Jewson -Vice Chair
Mary Flicek Kelly Linton
Ron Prescher Bruce Wildes
Linda Mann
City Representatives:
Wendy Busch, Planning Assistant

PROCEEDINGS OF THE HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION
The regular meeting of the Heritage Preservation Commission was held on Monday July 27, 2015 at Wabasha City Hall
and called to order at 9:02 am by Chair Durand.

Roll found commissioners Durand, Wildes, Flicek, and Mann present. Commissioners Prescher, Linton and Jewson were
absent.

Changes or Additions to Agenda- Chair Durand would like to add Preservation Month under Old Business 6 e.

Approval of Minutes- Commissioners Flicek and Wildes made a motion to approve the minutes from June 1, 2015 as
presented. Adopted unanimously.

Design Review –
A) 200 Main Street Rover Mattress – Door replacement, wood replacement and repainting.

Rochelle will be replacing the side and back doors with the same as they are now as well as replacing the
wood above the side doors with the same. Rochelle is also requesting to paint the side doors with the same
color as the front and the back doors the same color that they currently are. All the colors were approved at a
December 7, 2007 HPC meeting.

Commissioners Mann and Wildes made a motion to approve the replacement of the side and back doors with
the same as current, replace the wood above the side doors with the same and repainting of the side doors to
match the front doors and back doors the same color it currently is of 200 Main Street, as presented in the
application dated 6/24/2015 with the following conditions

1. The back door to retain existing paint color and side door should be painted the darker green to
maintain the dominant color with the front façade

2. The vertical wood paneling to be replaced with vertical wood.

B) 212 Main Street (Blaine Marcou) – Rooftop solar panels.
The applicant, Blaine Marcou, owner of Marcou Realty at 212 Main Street is proposing place solar panels on
the rooftop of his building within the Historic District.

Commissioners Wildes and Mann made a motion to approve the installations of rooftop solar panels a 212
Main Street West as presented in the application dated 7/15/2015, with the following conditions

1. Set the solar panels back from the roof’s edge and adjust the angle and height of the panels as
necessary to ensure that the solar panels are not visible

2. The decorative cornice of the building remains the dominant feature
3. If feasible select the lowest angle profile of the panel.

Possible Design review/request-
A) Pembroke Bakery – property has sold.

Staff indicated that the Pembroke Bakery has sold and that the new owners plan to have a form of café. Staff
will update the commission regarding any notifications from the owners and provide them with assistance
needed to start up their new business.

Chair Durand was asked by Nick & Collette Loechler of Advanced Construction what it would take to make
the windows in the upstairs of the Pharmacy building to be to code for rental units within the historic district.
Staff also indicated that Loechler was in the office. Potentially a future review should window replacement be
needed. Mr. Loechler was not sure if he would go through with the purchase.



Old Business
A) Historic District Letters Sent Out – minimal response

Staff indicated that letters went out to all downtown Historic District building owners and that a minimal
response came back.

Discussion on the Mexican restaurants and the flags that are hanging from the Café sign as well as the plastic
sandwich board sign. The plastic sandwich board signs need to be addressed but in the past decorative
signs/flags were typically let go. Emily will pop in and remind the Mexican restaurant of the signage.

The Chinese restaurant could potentially have a plastic sign. Staff and Commissioner Mann will check into the
signage.

Staff also commented that 7 Fires Grill was interested in outdoor seating for dinning on the vacant lot adjacent
to the property. He will provide an application and plans when he is ready to move forward.

B) Comp Plan Steering Committee Update (survey numbers)–
616, 85% of the responders were residents of the City. Surveys were completed and a final meeting will be
held with the steering committee on July 29

th
.

C) Annual Statewide Conference 9/17-9/18 Little Falls – staff applied for two scholarships
Staff has reserved two rooms and made application for two scholarships to attend the conference.
Commissioner Mann has expressed interest if no one else can attend. Staff indicated that Commissioner
Jewson was considering attending, but he had other commitments that he was unsure about. Staff will check
back with Commissioner Jewson and confirm with Commissioner Mann.

D) Finchy Building – Foreclosure Auction
The Finchy Building Foreclosure Auction is Wednesday the 29

th
. The Commission has expressed a high

priority of Building and its future. Commissioner Jewson spoke with Chair Durand prior to the meeting
regarding letting the bank know of the Commissions interest and value of the historic nature of the building in
the district.

City Administrator Springer indicated that unless the Commission has a plan for the future of the building, he
doesn’t see the City taking interest in the property as the City is trying to get rid of multiple properties. If it
goes through the foreclosure sale and no one purchases it, Springer assumes the bank would stop paying the
taxes and it would go back to the State. Then it is offered back to the City, if we would accept it then it has to
stay as a public use, the City would not be able to sell the property at that point.

Chair Durand would like some kind of communication between the Community Foundation and SMIF over the
next 5 weeks. Rick Vaplon would be a contact as well as Bob.

Springer will let the commission know of the outcome of the sale that is set for Wednesday.

E) Signage in the district – was discussed earlier.

F) Preservation Month
Perhaps including Ed of from the Chamber to provide advertisement to the community of the Historic
Downtown.

New Business- None

The next regular meeting of the HPC is scheduled for Monday August 24, 2015 at 9 am at Wabasha City Hall.

Having no other business Commissioners Flicek and Wildes moved to adjourn at 10:21 am. Adopted unanimously.

___________________________________________
Wendy Busch, Planning Assistant

__________________________________________
Adopted


