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PROCEEDINGS OF THE HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION
The regular meeting of the Heritage Preservation Commission was held on Monday June 1, 2015 at Wabasha City Hall
and called to order at 9:20 am by Chair Durand.

Roll found commissioners Durand, Jewson, Prescher, and Flicek present. Commissioners Mann, Linton and Wildes were
absent.

Changes or Additions to Agenda- Flicek would like to add under Old Business item 6 e) Signage in the district (thrift
and attic signage)

Approval of Minutes- Commissioners Flicek and Jewson made a motion to approve the minutes from April 27, 2015 as
presented. Adopted unanimously.

Design Review –
A) 7 Fires Grill

T-bones has changed names to 7 Fires Grill and is making application for a new wall sign facing Main Street.
This will replace the metal backlit cutout sign that was approved by the commission in March of 2011. The
new business name/logo will also be updated for all other signs already approved on the property. Staff will
contact Brian Fries for the font name.

Commissioners Jewson and Prescher made the following motion to approve

Whereas; Up to 152 square feet of signage is allowed for this building and a new sign combined with existing
signs on site amount to 58 square feet; and

Whereas; The proposed location of the wall sign meet location requirements of the ordinance in that they will not
cause damage to historic materials and features, they do not compete with any historic architectural
characteristics of the building or site, and they do not cause obstructions; and

Whereas; The HPC finds the “7” and the Flame in “7 Fires Grill” is a logo and therefore its height (more than 75%
of the height of the sign background) is not an issue in the approval,

Now Therefore: The proposed sign and design as indicated in the application dated May 26
th

2015 are approved.

The motion was adopted unanimously

Possible Design review/request-
A) Signage in the district – The commission indicated that a new sign has gone up between the Pharmacy

building and the Triangle Pub that says “Thrift”. It is suspended above the doorway and appears to be
stenciled. The commission also spoke of “Marla’s” that is behind Old City Hall and that she has become a
permanent weekend boutique. Chair Durand will look for the modified district mailer and email to staff. Staff
will get the district letter out in the mail as a friendly reminder of the need for design review within the district.

Chair Durand is looking for quality photos of the downtown to the update the Historic brochure. She will check
with the Chamber Office and as well the Wabasha Facebook sites for updated photos.

Old Business
A) May is preservation Month – Update

Chair Durand commented on the articles that Wabasha Herald published in the paper regarding “Signs of the
Times” with the new signs on Main Street. It wasn’t related to preservation month but highlighted a couple
signs in the district.



B) Comp Plan Steering Committee – Staff provided the numbers of surveys that have been completed for the
comprehensive plan. So far 103 resident, 52 non-resident and 63 school surveys have been submitted.
Commissioners Jewson and Flicek that sit on the Comprehensive plan committee had not seen any
publications of the surveys and it was their impression that full copies of the survey were going to be mailed
out to all residents of Wabasha. Staff asked they contact Kristi for more information and that the links have
been placed on the City website as well as on the City facebook page.

C) Main Street Planters – Update (on order from Hills)
Staff indicated that the planters were on order from Hills Hardware and that they were less expensive and
therefore the street department is hoping to purchase a few more and place them within the entire district.
The street department will work with the subcommittee of Commissioners Jewson and Prescher if they add
more planters and the locations.

D) Annual Statewide Conference 9/17-9/18 Little Falls (nothing available yet)
Staff has continued to check the website for any information regarding registration for the fall conference to be
held in Little Falls in September. The site indicates more information to come and keep checking back for
more details.

E) Signage in the district –
The commission went back to discuss new signage popping up in the district and the need for connections
with the new owners to remind them of the need for design review. Chair Durand indicated a sign up in the old
book store front that says “digital transfers”, potentially new business.

The next regular meeting of the HPC has been rescheduled from June 22
nd

and is now scheduled for Monday June 29,
2015 at 9am at Wabasha City Hall.

Having no other business Commissioners Jewson and Prescher moved to adjourn at 10:26 am. Adopted unanimously.

___________________________________________
Wendy Busch, Planning Assistant

__________________________________________
Adopted


