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PROCEEDINGS OF THE HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION
The regular meeting of the Heritage Preservation Commission was held on Monday April 27, 2015 at Wabasha City Hall
and called to order at 9:03 am by Chair Durand.

Roll found commissioners Durand, Jewson, Prescher, Linton, and Mann present. Commissioners Flicek and Wildes were
absent.

Changes or Additions to Agenda- Chair Durand would like to move Item 5 b after item 4 b.

Approval of Minutes- Commissioners Jewson and Mann made a motion to approve the minutes from March 23, 2015 as
presented. Adopted unanimously.

Design Review –
A) Birdbrain Antiques/Anderson House

The Yenters have made a change to a business located on the 146 Main Street from The Pizzeria to Bird
Brain Art & Antiques. The Yenters are proposing to update some of their existing signage to reflect the
change made as well as change the design of the signage in the front window to address the Bird Brain Art &
Antiques. Since the signage type and size will not be changing a design review is the only requirement.

The Yenters will also be doing façade maintenance to the window and door trims of the Anderson House 333
Main Street. The Yenters are not proposing any changes to the color or materials. The trim would be made of
wood and repainted white.

Commissioners Mann and Linton made the following motion to approved:
Whereas the proposed vinyl window clings for Bird Brain Art & Antique duplicate historic painted window signs,
modification to the existing signs both in the rear and front of the building for reflection of current business; and
Whereas the existing signs meet the requirements explicitly allowed in Section 312 and 310 of City Code

Now Therefore: The following sign design change in the proposed locations, styles, and colors as indicated in the
application dated 4/13/15

1. “Espresso~Icecream~Gifts” (x 3)
2. “Bird Brain Art & Antiques”
3. “The Chocolate Escape”

Adopted unanimously.

Commissioners Mann and Jewson made a motion to approve the maintenance repair and repainting of the window and
door trims of the Anderson House, as presented in the application dated 4/13/2015. Adopted unanimously.

B) Wabasha Farmers Market
Sara George, present today along with Brian Fries, are making application for the Wabasha Farmers Market
for new signage and a new location in the street between Hills Hardware and the Rover Mattress. The
typically total amount of signage allowed for properties in this district is based off store frontage. In this case
staff suggests using the street frontage as the indicator and it is 2 square feet of signage per each lineal foot
of frontage. County tax records indicate a 90 foot street frontage on Main/Alleghany and Alleghany/Lawrence.
This would allow a total amount of signage (not to exceed) of 180 square feet. The proposed signage is 34.4
square feet in size, and therefore falls within the maximum amount of signage allowed for this area. Other
than the Wall sign proposed on Dr. Carr’s building all other signage will be considered Temporary Signage as
indicated in Section 310.11 Subd 3.
The commission went on to discuss the proposed signage with Sara George and Brian Fries, who will be
designing the signs. Commissioners Durand and Mann have been a standing subcommittee to work with the
applicant and have agreed to continue through till the project is complete. The commission provided comment



to the space and potential of not enough room. Sara George indicated an interest on the other side of main
street and Alleghany should it grow too large for the given space.

Commissioners Jewson and Mann made the following motion:
WHEREAS, Sara George on behalf of Wabasha Farmers Market has submitted an application (dated 4/20/15) for an off
premise wall sign, two off premise sidewalk directional signs, an onsite A frame sidewalk sign, banner & canopy signs,
market site plan setup with hand washing stations, and

WHEREAS, the proposed wall sign is to be signboard, and the directional sidewalk signs wood with signboard materials
specifically allowed in the sign ordinance for the historic district, and

WHEREAS, the proposed signage meets the design requirements for the downtown historic district for color, font size &
style, and sign clarity, and

WHEREAS, the proposed signage meets or is below the maximum signage allowed for this property and each sign
proposed meets the maximum size or area coverage allowed in this district,

NOW THEREFORE, the off premise wall sign, two off premise sidewalk directional signs, an onsite A frame sidewalk sign,
banner & canopy signs, market site plan setup with hand washing stations proposed to be placed on Main/Alleghany
between Hills Hardware and The Rover Mattress as detailed in the application submitted 4/20/15 are hereby approved,
with the following conditions:

1. Existing subcommittee must 1
st

approve the off premise wall sign attachment plans, including fasteners and
location on Dr. Carr’s building façade before it is placed.

Adopted unanimously.

Possible design review/request –
B) Chess/Checker Tables under the Bridge at Heritage Park

Elijah Hager provided the commission with his concept for chess board tables within the Heritage Park
location as a part of his Eagle Scout Project. He indicated that he had 4 years to complete the project but
would like it done by the summer of 2016 if he could secure funding and the blessing of the City and HPC. He
is working with SVJ designs for the table design and materials and would like to see 4 tables. Elijah provided
the commission with information including example table pictures and the interest in Chess as well as other
uses for the tables. He indicated he would be willing to teach kids to play chess as part of a summer
recreation program as it is an alternative for kids who are not involved in sports and yet they could still be
outside. He pointed out that it was a great way to mix a wide range of age groups in hopes that the younger
and older generations could utilize the tables together. The commission arranged a subcommittee comprised
of Jay Jewson and Kelly Linton to work with Elijah to help him along the way.

The Commission went back to item 4 c, design review for the City of Wabasha flower planters along Main
Street.

Design Review –
C) City of Wabasha Half Whisky Barrel Flower Planters (8 locations)

The City of Wabasha is proposing to place 8 Whiskey Barrel Flower Planters along Main street from
Pembroke to Walnut Ave. Section 315.09 of City Code (Heritage Preservation Ordinance) requires design
review and approval or disapproval of changing the nature or appearance of a designated Heritage
preservation Landmark or District, including landscape features, within any Heritage Preservation District. The
proposed location is within the Main Street right of way which is governed by Wabasha County (Main
Street/CSAH 58 right-of-way).

The City is proposing 8, wooden ½ Whiskey Barrels to be planted with flowers each spring. City staff will
maintain water and store the planters on the off season. The locations include the corners of Pembroke/Main,
Alleghany/Main and Walnut/Main both north and south facing sides of the street.

The commission did not support the idea of wooden whiskey barrels since past attempts failed but would like
to see flowers planted in simple modern planters. The commission suggested looking into creative fundraising
or grants. Commissioner Jewson also suggested asking Bakers what it would cost to make something.

Commissioners Jewson and Mann made the following motion:
WHEREAS, Section 315.09 of City Code requires Heritage Preservation Commission design review and approval or
disapproval of changing the nature or appearance of landscape features, within any Heritage Preservation District; and

WHEREAS, an application for design review of 8 Flower Planters along Main Street has been submitted by Tony Johnson
on behalf of the City of Wabasha; and



WHEREAS, The Wabasha Heritage Preservation Commission provides the following findings:
1. Adds to the vitality of the streetscape

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, the Heritage Preservation Commission approves the 8 Flower Planters
and placement along Main Street from Pembroke to Walnut by the City of Wabasha in the downtown historic district as
indicated in the application submitted April 13, 2015 with the following conditions:

1. Approval is received from County for placement in the proposed location,
2. If there is a need to change the location due to right of way issues, a final site approval will be granted by a

committee of the HPC comprised of Jay Jewson and Ron Prescher, prior to planter placement.
3. Subcommittee to approve the materials and design of the planters
4. The City staff will plant, water, maintain and provide storage in the off season of the proposed flower planters.

Adopted unanimously.

Staff will get in touch with Mr. Johnson and let him know that commissioners Jewson and Prescher will be available to
help.

Possible Design review/request-
A) Heritage Park Paver Replacement – Mike Mroz request for assistance

Mike Mroz from the City of Wabasha Parks Department met with the commission to discuss the replacement
of the pavers in Heritage Park under the bridge. Mr. Mroz indicated that he has a possible donor for the
project and looked to the commission for ideas on the replacement material to be used. The commission
discussed durability and agreed that stamped concrete would be more durable than that of the existing brick
pavers. Mr. Mroz will look for stamped concrete designs and once he is ready, he will make application for
design review.

Old Business
A) Parking Standards TDC –

Kristi reviewed the documentation that was sent to the commissioners in their packets. They discussed
zoning standards of the TDC and the walkable downtown. Questions on how to add more parking and where?
Possibly the area near Busch auto lot could offer angled parking instead of parallel. Kristi would like to look
further into better signage regarding the Eagle Center and where there is available parking. The group will
revisit this issue in the future.

B) May is Preservation Month
Chair Durand would like to see an article in the Paper thanking those that have come forward with design/sign
review in the district over the past year. Chair Durand will speak with Mike from the paper.

C) 2014 Final Report – Staff provided the copy that was submitted at the end of 2014

D) Comp Plan Steering Committee – The minutes were giving to the commission and Kristi provided
information regarding the surveys that the steering committee is asking the public to take.

New Business-
A) Training and Grants- Camp Training

1) Docomomo US and Docomomo US/Minnesota will launch the third annual Docomomo US National
Symposium –Modernism on the Prairie (June 3-7)

2) Little Falls MN, September 17-18, 2015 – 35
th

Annual Statewide Historic Preservation Conference
No information is available at this time, but staff will continue to check back for early bird registration
materials.

The next regular meeting of the HPC is scheduled for Monday June 1, 2015 at 9am at Wabasha City Hall due to the 4
th

Monday of May being Memorial Day.

Having no other business Commissioners Jewson and Linton moved to adjourn at 11:05 am. Adopted unanimously.

___________________________________________
Wendy Busch, Planning Assistant

__________________________________________
Adopted


