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PROCEEDINGS OF THE HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION

The regular meeting of the Heritage Preservation Commission was held on Monday November 24, 2014 at Wabasha City
Hall and called to order at 9:06 am by Chair Durand.

Roll found all commissioners present except Commissioner Prescher.

Changes or Additions to Agenda- Chair Durand would like to add an update from Erin Dorbin from PAM under new
business, and Commissioner Flicek would like to add under old business item 7g: AASLH grant submission.

Commissioners Jewson and Mann moved to approve the minutes from October 27, 2014 as presented. Adopted
unanimously.

Riverfront Task Force update - Kristi presented and indicated that Landform is looking for potential uses. Landform’s
original plan was a single use and the group was looking for more options. It was presented to Port Authority who is leery
to approve the dollars for the study. Port Authority wants it to go to council for an opinion to see if it’s going in the right
direction.

Design Review – None

Possible design review/request – A possibility for future review for Proud’s and Smarter Living signage.

Old Business
A) Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation “Picture It Painted” Grant update

No update, but staff will touch base with Craig Hough regarding the project and see if he has a concept.

B) SHPO: Year-end report – Staff submitted the year-end report and provided the commission a copy.

C) Proud Antiques – No submittal to date for design review. Staff spoke with Mr. Proud who has no information
as Mr. Meyer hasn’t responded to anyone.

D) Submission Deadline Discussion- Staff would like to see the submission dates extended to at least 2
weeks prior to a meeting. Commissioners Jewson and Linton made a motion to have the initial application 2
weeks prior to the meeting and a complete application must be provided no less than 1 week prior to the
meeting. Vice Chair Mann added discussion on special meetings and how would we handle those types of
situations. Staff will look for a check list for those meetings that would only need minimal consideration.
Adopted unanimously.

E) Finchy Building - The Commissioners asked that staff review the current status of the J.B. Finchy Building
and determine what ‘next steps’ or actions could be taken, including potentially purchasing and improving the
building. Staff has received unsolicited feedback from Council Members that they are not interested in
proceeding with further studies on the Finchy Building. Additional, in 2013, the Port Authority was asked by
the City Council to start evaluating city-owned property to market and sell properties, when possible. So
purchasing additional properties doesn’t seem to be the general direction Council wants to take at this point.
Given Council feedback, I would suggest that if the HPC Board feels strongly about preserving the Finch
Building through further City intervention, that they forward their recommendations to the City Council for their
review.



Chair Durand will reach out to Erin of PAM, to see if they could acquire a property in an interim stance.
Discussion on what if the owner would donate the property to the City, opening the grant funding
opportunities. Discussion regarding what would happen should the city get the property back due to
nonpayment of taxes. Commissioner Jewson will look into the benefits for the owner should he decide to
donate the property.

F) Streetlight Concept - We are still tracking down the original plans and specifications for the downtown
streetlights so that the City can provide the HPC with a formal response to the eagle/eagle nest streetlight
concept as presented on September 22, 2014 by Java Jan. As we discussed during our September meeting,
the streetlights cannot hold any significant weight. The banners are about the most weight they can support
so additional artwork or hanging baskets would not work. We will track down the specifications for the
streetlights and will create a file for both the streetlight plans and specifications and Java Jan’s proposal.
The commission also suggested looking into the County Highway Department.

G) AASLH Grant Submission –Staff and Commissioner Flicek will be finishing the AASLH Grant and submitting
after the meeting today.

New Business
A) Update from Erin Dorbin – Chair Durand indicated she and Vice Chair Mann met with Erin Dorbin, the new

South Eastern Minnesota Coordinator for PAM. Dorbin has great ideas.. Chair Durand showed Dorbin the
example of the heart concept in Wabasha and applying the hearts to the buildings or things that they love
around town. Bring kids into the mix and have something like this in town for Valentine’s Day. Discussion of
getting Ms. Dorbin into our community perhaps to present at Rotary, The Chamber meetings or attending the
Wabasha County Historical meetings. Commissioner Mann wanted to point out that if you go to the
Preservation Alliance of Minnesota Facebook page they had a picture up of the Café sign from downtown
posted. Commissioner Flicek also added that Grain Belt Beer donated a sign to PAM and they are going to
preserve and relight it. This promoted discussion on the Café sign above Los Portales and its possibility to be
restored.

Other Business –
A.) Pieces of the past – none

Annoucements –
A.) Commissioner term up for renewal December 31, 2014 (decision for December’s Meeting)

a. Linda Mann
b. Kelly Linton
Both commissioners expressed intent to continue on the commission and will provide a final decision at
the regular December meeting.

Review of Action Items:
Jewson will look into incentives in donating the Finchy property
Durand will follow up with PAM regarding Hearts
Kristi continue to look into the Streetlights
Wendy to check with Craig Hough on painting concept for city signs
Durand will write a letter to Java Jan thanking her for the streetlight concept.

The next regular meeting of the HPC is scheduled for Monday December 22nd, 2014 at 9am at Wabasha City Hall.
Having no other business Commissioners Mann and Jewson moved to adjourn at 10:33 am. Adopted unanimously.

___________________________________________
Wendy Busch, Planning Assistant

__________________________________________
Adopted


