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PROCEEDINGS OF THE HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION

The regular meeting of the Heritage Preservation Commission was held on Monday October 27, 2014 at Wabasha City Hall and called to order at 9:02 am by Vice Chair Mann.

Roll found all commissioners present except Chair Durand who later joined the meeting.

Changes or Additions to Agenda- none

Commissioners Wildes and Jewson moved to approve the minutes from September 22, 2014 with the correction to the title of old business item c to read as “Stiever Building Update”. Adopted unanimously.

Riverfront Task Force update -.  Victoria Moore from the Port Authority provided the commission with an update on the Riverfront Task Force update. She stated that the main project for the committee is the riverfront property by the NEC.  The NEC is in need of an expansion and the remaining space is the area of study. They are looking at functional concepts not designs or building plans. LHB did a large community visions in 2006 and 2007 and the Task force is working from that study. Victoria reviewed the members of the task force and the importance that the force was multi-generational. They have not set a deadline because they want to find the best possible option for this space. Currently the task force is working with a company called Landform, a Planning & Engineering firm, to complete a study to find the best uses for the property which will ultimately be brought back to City Council for further direction.  Chair Durand would love to see Victoria during the process for any updates that come available. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Design Review – 
A) Ott Family Chiropractic & Wellness Center – Signage.
Ott Family Chiropractic & Wellness Center is proposing to place new window signs at both the front window and the entrance.  Only signs that are one square foot in size or larger require a permit and design review.  The proposed signage meets that requirement and is included in this analysis. The applicant is also considering either a suspended or awing/canopy sign out from in front of the business or one that attaches to the fascia of the roof overhang. The height of the roof overhang is 9ft and would only allow the applicant 1 foot to hang a sign to meet the minimum 8 foot clearance requirement. The owner, Danielle Ott addressed the commission. She did indicate that there would be white letters on the windows and black lettering on a sign board. 

Commissioners Jewson and Mann made a motion to approved the application submitted by Ott Family Chiropractic and Wellness Center dated October 16, 2014 and WHEREAS, the business/property owner is proposing to add new signage which meet the category of window and projecting signs, and

WHEREAS, all meet the requirements for maximum number, total signage amount, dimensional standards and district design standards of material, lettering, color, clarity, and location, 
	
NOW THEREFORE, The proposed window and projecting signs for 165 Pembroke Ave as indicated in the application submitted 10-16-14 are hereby approved with the following conditions: 
1. Formation of a subcommittee comprised of commissioners Durand and Jewson.
Adopted unanimously.

B) Blaine Marcou – Concrete Slab
The applicant, Blaine Marcou, owner of Marcou Realty at 212 Main Street was in attendance and is proposing to cover existing gravel in the rear of the property along Big Jo Alley with a concrete slab. 
It is staff’s opinion that the proposed changes would meet Secretary of Interior and local design standards.  One issue that will need to be solidified is the water shut-off location. Staff spoke with the City Utilities Department and Mr. Marcou is required to find, extend and expose the water shut off before he can lay the concrete. Staff also spoke with City Streets Department who had no issues with the proposed concrete slab.
Commissioners Jewson and Flicek made a motion to approve the concrete slab on the rear portion of the lot along Big Jo Alley at 212 Main Street West as presented in the application dated 10/16/2014 contingent on the applicant extending and exposing the water shut off to the building. Adopted unanimously. 

Possible design review/request – Staff indicated that a Grand Opening sign was hung a crossed the Proud Antiques on West Main Street and that Mr. Proud was in several months ago to gather all the application material needed for signage. The commission discussed past review that took place of the exterior and Staff will look into whether or not lighting or placement of lights was determined. Another potential sign review for the Farmers Market was discussed and staff has been in contact with the Farmers Market representative and will look for an application in the future.
		
Old Business
A) Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation “Picture It Painted” Grant update
SMIF contacted Valspar who agreed it would work to close out the grant and reissue it to us next year. Chair Durand touched base with Craig Hough who will be in contact with the City for the proposal. The Bid will include whatever he needs to get the three signs finished including extra labor should he think he needs it. 

B) Commissioner/staff training
a. 2014 AASLH conference (St. Paul, MN Sept. 17-19)
Staff indicated to that in order to close out the grant we were awarded for commissioners Flicek and Mann to attend a final report must be submitted. Both commissioners gave responses to the questions that were required by the grant and staff has to finalize the report but has some time to do so. The city does need to send a refund back to the grants office for money that wasn’t spent. 
C) SHPO: Year-end report due October 30, 2014 – Staff has to submit the year-end report and has been around town taking photos of finished design review items to attach to the report.
D) Cowtown Studios proposal – discussed with the SMIF PIP Grant.
E) AASLH Keillor speech streaming on MPR – The commission went on to discuss the availability of the Keillor speech which can be streamed on MPR. 
F) Acquisition of threatened properties – Staff will look into the City’s interest level of acquiring the Finchy building and report back to the commission next month. Chair Durand will contact PAM and see if they have examples of success stories.  

New Business
A) Legacy Grant: Minnesota Encyclopedia – Molly sent an email to Emily that indicated that we might have something in our archives that almost function as Encyclopedia entries.  Chair Durand would like to know what the HPC budget looks like now that the training is finished and staff will look into. It’s something that Molly expressed interest to Emily that she could do if we choose to go forward with this grant. 
Other Business –
A.) Pieces of the past – none
B.) The Michael Duane Clicker monument was put into place and the ceremony that happened over the weekend was a great event with many visitors taking part in all of the events throughout town.
C.) Cass Gilbert property and speculation on the Episcopal Church in Wabasha was discussed.

Review of Action Items
· Emily will call Catherine Sandlin at SHPO and where we stand with the Finchy Building and any guidance. 
· Staff will look into the streetlight and requirements in regards to a previous request and report back to the interested party. (weight & financing) 
· Staff will look into the Proud Antique application applied for in the past on Main Street. 
· Chair Durand will write up a Thank You for all the efforts put forth for Septober Fest. 

The next regular meeting of the HPC is scheduled for Monday November 24, 2014 at 9am at Wabasha City Hall. 
Having no other business Commissioners Mann and Jewson moved to adjourn at 10:20 am.  Adopted unanimously.

___________________________________________ 
Wendy Busch, Planning Assistant

__________________________________________
Adopted
