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WABASHA PLANNING COMMISSION

May 12, 2015 7:00 PM

MEETING MINUTES
Commission Members: Brian Wodele, Chair Scott Durand

Craig Falkum, Vice Chair Charles Bricher
Jim Miller Tim Wallerich
Dave Kruger

Staff Present: Kristi Clarke, Contracted City Planner
Wendy Busch, Planning & Zoning Assistant

Others Present: Mayor Rollin Hall

1) Call to Order
Commissioner Wallerich called the regularly scheduled meeting for May 12, 2015 to order at
7:00pm. Roll found all commissioners present except Craig Falkum and Brian Wodele. Chair
Wodele joined the meeting later.

2) Approval of Minutes – April 14, 2015 Commissioners Miller and Krueger made a motion
to approve the April 14, 2015 minutes as presented. Adopted unanimously.

3) Changes or Additions to Agenda – Commissioner Miller would like an update from the
most recent City Council meeting from our City Council member and Planning Commissioner
Kruger. Item placed under 9 a).

4) Public Comment – None

5) Public Hearings – None

6) Old Business
a) Comp Plan Update
Kristi indicated that the surveys are out at local establishments and will be out in
the schools next week. Currently 50-60 surveys have been completed and she will
provide more feedback once the surveys are finished. It’s going to be up and
running for two months and Kristi is hoping to hit 1000.

b) Major Traffic Generators Discussion –
Paul Machajewski from the Army Corps was in attendance along with an engineer
(Leon). Paul passed out a few maps for the commission to review. When they
dredge the river in the Wabasha location they will accumulate a million cubic
yards per year. Over the past few years the Corps has been taking that sand and
stacking it on the islands in and around the areas between Reads Landing and
Alma. The Corps is looking to unload one of the islands (Kratts) about 900,000
yards of the 1.2 million that is out there, hydraulically move it up stream and



move it into the existing pit. Eventually they want to fill the pit and turn it back
over to the City to use as they wish in the future. Currently the Corps is looking to
get a contract out for a contractor to move sand from the current pit to Bob
Kohners pit a crossed the road from Dairy Queen as part of the reclamation.
Kohner does not want the sand to be hydraulically moved to his pit because it
caused a lot of water in the past. Hydraulically moving it would also be an added
expense of roughly a million dollars as well. They are proposing to move 150,000
yards of sand from the Corps land to Kohners pit by truck. It would take some
time which would trigger the Major Traffic Generator. Paul did indicate that they
could put into the contract for the contractor would need to stay under the 30
trucks per day, but that would extend the project out over a longer time frame. If
they were to live within the City’s ordinance and not require a TIS it would take
them 9 months to finish the project. He indicated that if they didn’t need to live by
the ordinance they could be done in a month. Commissioner Bricher indicated
they could apply for a variance. Commissioner Miller asked if there are any other
options regarding transporting the sand other than trucking it. Paul stated that at
this point trucking was the best option for them. Paul also stated that they have a
long term plan over the next 40 years and that would include a TIS. The general
consensus of the commission is to get the project done in a shorter period of time
during the winter months, but would like to have the City Attorney to weigh in on
this topic. Kristi would like the possibility of crafting language to allow for the
short term trips into the existing ordinance to allow for these types of uses,
knowing that they will be continuously happening every couple years for long
periods of time. The commission request to have it put on the next month’s
agenda and have staff speak with the City Attorney regarding what the options
available to us. Leon did indicate that there is potential of having 250,000 yards of
sand moved every year to eliminate the sand on the islands. He also stated that the
Corps hopes that all future travel will be from the Corps land and onto 61 out of
town. Leon crunched a few numbers in respect to the 250,000 yards of sand being
moved on a yearly basis and said that with a 6 month time frame it would figure
out to 100 trucks a day averaging one truck every 5 minutes. The Corps is looking
for land south of Wabasha which would be utilized for the dredged sand over the
next 40 years, and would keep the truck traffic on highway 61. Kristi will speak
with Peter and see what his recommendation would be to move forward, either
with a variance or modification to the zoning ordinance to allow the Corps to
move forward.

Chair Wodele joined the meeting.

c) SSS CUP – Kristi stated that a letter had been sent to Superior Sand
Systems and that there has been no response to date.

d) Brewery and Distillery Ordinance Discussion
Kristi provided the commission with draft language from different cities in the
surrounding area. Brenda Pearson, in the audience was addressed by staff as
requesting the ability to start a Nano-microbrewery and artisanal distillery within
Turning Waters B & B, in which she and her husband are in the process of
purchasing. Kristi went over definitions, zoning district uses and licenses. The one



issue that has been found while calling other cities who have adopted the Brewery
and Distillery Ordinances is that of the dumping of their waste. Pending the
volume, it can kill the bugs at a waste water treatment plant. It’s Kristi’s feeling
that the smaller scale Brew Pubs, Breweries and Distilleries use be permitted in
the TDC and General Commercial zoning districts with review by the Utilities
Commission on an annual basis when renewing their liquor license. Kristi
indicated that a few of these Cities have required that the business have the bi-
product contained and disposed of in other ways instead of dumping down the
sewer. Residential zones would need to be looked at for Conditional Use Permits
and any large scale would be permitted in Industrial Zones as a Conditional Use
as well.

Commissioners Wallerich and Durand made a motion to go forward with Brewery
and Distillery Ordinance and schedule a public hearing. Adopted unanimously.

7) New Business- None

8) Board of Adjustment Business- None

9) Other Business –
a) City Council Update from Dave Krueger.
Commissioner Krueger stated that at the last months City Council meeting a
concern was raised regarding the mining ordinance and the 2 million dollar
assurance bond not being enough, it was sent back to City Attorney Peter
Ekstrand for review. It will still need a second reading for adoption in June.

Commissioner Durand wanted to go back to the Army Corps and hauling and the additional
trucks onto of the already permitted from Roemer and SSS and is sensitive of the already
large volume that are projecting to be on our roads. More to come in the future.

10) Next Regular Meeting Date –
The next regular meeting will be scheduled for Tuesday June 9th at 7pm at Wabasha City Hall.

11) Adjourn – Commissioners Wallerich and Durand made a motion to adjourn at 8:12 pm.
Adopted unanimously.

Respectfully submitted by:
Wendy Busch, Planning & Zoning Assistant

Adopted Date


