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SECTION 905    PEDDLERS, SOLICITORS AND TRANSIENT 

MERCHANTS 
 
 
905.01 DEFINITIONS.
 
For the purposes of this Section the terms defined in this Subsection have the meanings 
ascribed to them. 
 
Subd. 1.  "Peddler" means any person with no fixed place of business who goes from house 

to house, from place to place, or from street to street, carrying or transporting 
goods, wares, or merchandise and offering or exposing the same for sale, or 
making sales and deliveries to purchasers. 

 
Subd. 2.  "Solicitor" means any person who goes from house to house, from place to place, 

or from street to street soliciting or taking or attempting to take orders for any 
goods, wares, or merchandise, including books, periodicals, magazines, or personal 
property of any nature whatsoever for future delivery.  "Solicitor" does not include 
any person taking or attempting to take orders to be filled by goods, wares, or 
merchandise delivered to the purchaser from other states. 

 
Subd. 3.  "Transient Merchant" means any person, firm or corporation who engages 

temporarily in the business of selling and delivering goods, wares, or merchandise 
within the City, and who, in the furtherance of such purpose, hires, leases, uses or 
occupies any building, structure, vacant lot, motor vehicle, trailer, or railroad car. 

 
 
905.03 LICENSE REQUIRED.
 
No peddler, solicitor, or transient merchant shall sell or offer for sale any goods, wares, or 
merchandise within the City unless a license therefor shall first be secured as provided in this 
Section. 
 
 
905.05 APPLICATION AND ISSUANCE.
 
Application for such license shall be made to the City Clerk on a form supplied by the City.  
The application shall state: 
 
Subd. 1.  The name and address of the applicant and of all persons associated with him/her 

in his/her business. 
 
Subd. 2.  The type of business for which the license is desired. 
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Subd. 3.  In case of transient merchants, the place where the business is to be carried on. 
 
Subd. 4.  The length of time for which the license is desired. 
 
Subd. 5.  A general description of the thing or things to be sold. 
 
Subd. 6.  The place of residence of the applicant for the five years next preceding the date of 

application.  The blank applications shall be issued on payment of $1.00, which 
amount shall be credited on the license fee if the license is granted.  Every 
application shall bear the written approval of the Chief of Police or Mayor after an 
investigation of the moral character of the applicant.  The completed application 
shall be presented to the Council for its consideration and if granted by the 
Council, a license shall be issued by the City Clerk upon payment of the required 
fee. 

 
 
905.07 LICENSE FEE.
 
Fees for licenses shall be as set out in Chapter VIII. 
 
 
905.09 LICENSE NOT TRANSFERRABLE.
 
License issued under the provisions of this Section shall not authorize any person or persons, 
except the identical person or persons named in said license to engage in business 
thereunder, and such license shall not be transferrable. 
 
 
905.11 LICENSE SHALL BE CARRIED.
 
Every person licensed under this Section shall have with him/her while engaged in such 
business the license received by him/her from the City Clerk and shall produce the same at 
the request of any City official or at the request of any individual within the City of Wabasha 
to whom he/she is exhibiting his/her goods or selling or attempting to sell same. 
 
 
905.13 PRACTICES PROHIBITED.
 
No person licensed under the provisions of this Section shall, within the City of Wabasha, 
call attention to his/her business nor to the goods, wares or merchandise which he/she is 
selling or offering for sale by crying them out, by blowing a horn, by ringing a bell or by any 
loud or unusual noise. 
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905.15 EXCEPTIONS.
 
This Section shall not apply to sales made by commercial travelers or selling agents in the 
usual course of business with bona fide dealers, nor bona fide sales of articles by sample, for 
delivery at a future date, nor sales conducted pursuant to statute or by order of any court nor 
to bona fide auction sales conducted by an auctioneer duly licensed under the Statutes of the 
State of Minnesota, nor to persons selling or peddling the products of the farm or garden 
cultivated by him/her. 
 
 
905.17 REVOCATION.
 
Any license, issued under the provisions of this Section, shall be subject to revocation by the 
City Council upon satisfactory proof of a violation of the provisions of this Section by such 
licensee, provided, however, that such licensee shall be given notice of such proposed 
revocation and reasonable opportunity to appear before the City Council at its meeting when 
such revocation is considered. 
 
 
905.19 DURATION.
 
No license shall be issued or granted for a period of more than one year. 
 
 
905.21 EXCLUSION BY RESIDENTS.
 
Subd. 1.  Any resident of the City who wishes to exclude peddlers or solicitors from 

premises occupied by him/her may place upon or near the usual entrance to such 
premises a printed placecard or sign bearing the following notice:  "Peddlers and 
Solicitors Prohibited".  Such placecard shall be at least 3 3/4 inches long and 3 3/4 
inches wide and the printing thereon shall not be smaller that forty-eight point type. 

 
Subd. 2.  No peddler shall enter in or upon any premises, or attempt to enter in or upon any 

premises, where placecard or sign is placed and maintained. 
 
Subd. 3.  No person other than the person occupying such premises shall remove, injure or 

deface such placecard or sign. 


