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 SECTION 725    SWIMMING POOLS 
 
 
725.01 COMPLIANCE REQUIRED.   
 
It shall be unlawful to construct, maintain, install or enlarge any swimming pool in the City 
except in compliance with all the provisions of this Section. 
 
 
725.03 PRIVATE POOL.
 
The term "swimming pool" is hereby defined as a receptacle for water, or an artificial pool of 
water having a depth at any point of more than two feet, intended for the purpose of 
immersion or partial immersion therein of human beings, and including all appurtenant 
equipment. 
 
 
725.05 LOCATION.
 
No portion of a swimming pool outside a building shall be located at a distance less than 
eight feet from any side or rear property line, or building line.  Pumps, filters and pool water 
disinfection equipment installations shall be located at a distance not less than eight feet 
from any side property line. 
 
 
725.07 RECIRCULATION POOLS.
 
All swimming pools shall be of the recirculator type in which circulation of the water is 
maintained through the pool by pumps; the water drawn from the pool being clarified and 
disinfected before being returned to the pool. 
 
 
725.09 STRUCTURAL DESIGN.
 
Swimming pools shall be designed to withstand the water pressure from within and to resist 
the pressure of the earth when the pool is empty, to a pressure of 2200 pounds per square 
foot.  The slope of the bottom of any part of a pool in which the water is less than 5 feet in 
depth shall not be more than 1 foot in each 10 feet.  The maximum slope where water is 5 
feet or more in depth shall not exceed 1 foot in 2 feet. 
 
 
 
725.11 WALK AREAS.
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Unobstructed walk areas not less than 36 inches wide shall be provided to extend entirely 
around the pool.  The walk area shall be constructed of impervious material, and the surfaces 
shall be of such as to be smooth and easily cleaned and of nonslip construction.  The slope of 
the walks shall have a pitch of at least 1/4 inch to the foot, designed so as to prevent back 
drainage from entering the pool. 
 
 
725.13 FENCES.
 
All outdoor pools hereafter constructed shall be completely enclosed by a fence or wall of 
the non-climbing type so as to be impenetrable by toddlers, afford no external handholds or 
footholds, and a minimum of 4 feet in height. 
 
All outdoor fence openings or outdoor points of entry into the pool area shall be equipped 
with self-closing and self-latching devices.  The opening between the bottom of the fence 
and the ground or other surface shall not be more than 3 inches. 
 
 
725.15 STEPS OR LADDERS.
 
Two or more means of egress in the form of steps or ladders shall be provided for all 
swimming pools.  At least one such means of egress shall be located on a side of the pool at 
both the deep end and shallow end of the pool.  Treads of steps and ladders shall be 
constructed of nonslip material and at least 3 inches wide for their full length.  Steps and 
ladders shall have a handrail on both sides. 
 
 
725.17 ELECTRICAL REQUIREMENTS.   
 
Subd. 1.  All electrical installations provided for, installed, and used in conjunction with 

private residential swimming pools shall be in conformance with the ordinances 
regulating electrical installations. 

 
Subd. 2.  No current carrying electrical conductors shall cross private residential swimming 

pools, either overhead or underground or within 15 feet of such pools. 
 
Subd. 3.  All metal fences, enclosures or railings near or adjacent to swimming pools, which 

might become electrically alive as a result of contact with broken overhead 
conductors or from any other cause, shall be effectively grounded. 

 
 
725.19 SAFETY PRECAUTIONS.
 



 
 725-3 

Every swimming pool shall be equipped with one or more throwing ring buoys not more 
than 15 inches in diameter and having 60 feet of 3/16 inch manila line attached, and one or 
more light but strong poles with blunted ends and not less than 12 feet in length, for making 
reaching assists or rescues. 
 
725.21 VIOLATIONS.
 
Any violation of the provisions of this ordinance constitute a misdemeanor punishable by a 
fine of not more than $500 or imprisonment for not more then 90 days, or both. 


