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 SECTION 720    FIRE PREVENTION 
 
 
720.01 UNIFORM FIRE CODE.
 
The Minnesota Uniform Fire Code, one copy of which has been marked as the official copy 
and which is on file in the office of the City Clerk, is hereby adopted as the Fire Code for the 
City for the purpose of prescribing regulations governing conditions hazardous to life and 
property from fire or explosion.  Every provision contained in this Code, except as modified 
or amended by this Section, is hereby adopted and made a part of this Section as if fully set 
forth here-in. 
 
Subd. 1.  Enforcement. 
 

A. The Chief of the Fire Department serving the City, or his/her representative 
authorized by him/her, shall enforce the provisions of this Section. 

B. The Chief of the Fire Department may detail such members of the Fire 
Department as inspectors as shall from time to time be necessary.  The Chief 
of the Fire Department may recommend the employment of technical 
inspectors, who, when such authorization is made, shall be selected through 
an examination to determine their fitness for the position.  The examination 
shall be open to members and non-members of the Fire Department; and 
appointments made after examination shall be for an indefinite term with 
removal only for cause. 

 
Subd. 2.  Appeals.  Whenever the Chief shall disapprove an application or refuse to grant a 

permit applied for, or when it is claimed that the provisions of the Code do not 
apply or that the true intent and meaning of the Code may have been misconstrued 
or wrongly interpreted, the applicant may appeal from the decision of the Chief to 
the City Council within 30 days from the date of the decision appealed. 

 
Subd. 3.  Penalties. 
 

A. Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this Section hereby 
adopted or fail to comply therewith, or who shall violate or fail to comply 
with any order made thereunder, or who shall build in violation of any 
detailed statement or specifications or plans submitted and approved 
thereunder, or any certificate or permit issued thereunder, and from which no 
appeal has been taken, or who shall fail to comply with such and order as 
affirmed or modified by the City Council or by a Court of competent 
jurisdiction, within the time fixed herein, shall severally for each and every 
such violation and noncompliance respectively, be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
punishable by a fine of not exceeding $500.00 and by imprisonment for a 
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period not exceeding 90 days.  The imposition of one penalty for any 
violation shall not excuse the violation or permit it to continue; and all such 
persons shall be required to correct or remedy such violations or defects 
within a reasonable time; and when not otherwise specified, each day that 
prohibited conditions are maintained shall constitute a separate offense. 

B. The application of the above penalty shall not be held to prevent the enforced 
removal of prohibited conditions. 

 
 
720.03 FIRE LIMITS.
 
There is hereby created an area of the City of Wabasha to be hereafter known as "fire limits" 
and which shall be comprised of all of the platted area in the City of Wabasha. 
 
 
720.05 OPEN BURNING.
 
No person, firm, or corporation shall burn any sweepings, trash, lumber, leaves, straws, 
papers, grass or other combustible material on any street, alley, yard, or lot within said "fire 
limits". 
 
 
720.07 STARTING OF FIRES.
 
Subd. 1.  Permit Required.  No person shall set on fire, or cause to be set on fire, any woods, 

grass or other combustible material, on his/her own property or that of another 
within the unplatted portion of the City Limits by means whereof property of 
another, or any residence or other structure or thing of value may be endangered, 
without first having obtained permit therefor.  Fee for such permit is established in 
Chapter VIII of this Code. 

 
Subd. 2.  Conditions of Permit.  Upon application being made and later approved by the 

Mayor and Council, the Fire Marshall may issue a permit authorizing any person to 
set on fire any woods, grass or other combustible material after determining that all 
necessary precautions have been taken to protect life and property.  Any such 
permit shall set out the time and place of burning and the area to be burned and 
show conformance with current Minnesota Pollution Control Agency procedures.  
No permit granted hereunder shall in anyway relieve the person acting thereunder 
from civil liability for any damage resulting therefrom. 
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720.09 FIRE LANES.
 
Subd. 1.  Fire Lane Defined.  In this Subsection, the term "fire lane" means a part of any off-

street parking area designated to permit ingress and egress of fire fighting 
equipment, and to provide other relief in event of any fire. 

 
Subd. 2.  Establishment.  Any owner or operator of any multiple dwelling building or any 

building generally used for public gatherings, or which attracts large numbers of 
the public, desiring to install a fire lane, shall make application to the Fire Marshall 
of the City for the establishment of a fire lane on the parking area.  Such 
application shall contain the name of the applicant, the type of building, the 
address, and the name of the owner, if different from the operator.  The application 
shall be accompanied by a drawing or plat showing the location of any buildings 
and the proposed location of the fire lane or lanes, together with such further 
information as the Fire Marshall shall require. 

 
Subd. 3.  The application for the establishment of such fire lanes shall be submitted to the 

City Council for approval or disapproval and is effective upon the approval of the 
City Council. 

 
Subd. 4.  The Fire Marshall may request the establishment of a fire lane by giving notice to 

the owner or operator of the premises, and submitting the same to the City Council. 
 
Subd. 5.  Fire lanes shall be marked with signs posted at the expense of the owner and 

approved by the Fire Marshall.  Failure to post such signs is a violation of this 
Subsection. 

 
Subd. 6.  The owner, operator, or manager of any premises in the City shall submit to the 

Fire Marshall a drawing or plat of the lanes previously established.  The map or 
plat shall be submitted by the Fire Marshall to the Council for approval or 
disapproval. 

 
Subd. 7.  It is unlawful to park or leave any motor vehicle in an established fire lane; and no 

owner or operator of any vehicle shall so leave or park the same in a fire lane. 
 
 
720.11 CONDUCT AT THE SCENE OF AN EMERGENCY.
 
Subd. 1.  Traffic.  It is unlawful to drive a vehicle over a fire hose except at the direction or 

command of a police officer or member of the Fire Department.  Upon the 
approach of any Fire Department vehicle giving signal by bell, siren, horn, or 
flashing lights, the driver of every other non-emergency vehicle shall immediately 
drive the same to a position as near as possible and parallel to the right hand edge 
or curb of the street, clear of any intersection, and shall stop and remain in such 
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position unless otherwise directed by a police officer or member of the Fire 
Department, and until the Fire Department vehicles have passed.  It shall be 
unlawful for the driver of any non-emergency vehicle to follow closer than 300 feet 
of any fire apparatus traveling in response to a fire alarm.  It is unlawful to drive 
into or park such vehicle within the block in which such fire apparatus is stopped 
in answer to a fire alarm, unless permitted to do so by a police officer or member of 
the Fire Department. 

 
Subd. 2.  Spectators at Fire.  The officer of the Fire Department in command at the scene of 

any fire or other emergency may establish a zone of danger, within which no 
person except members of the Fire Department or Police Department shall enter, 
unless directed or permitted to do so by such member in command.  No person may 
enter upon the premises which is the scene of a fire or alarm of fire, or other 
emergency, unless and until directed or permitted to do so by the member of the 
Fire Department in command of the fire. 

 
Subd. 3.  Utilizing Citizens to Assist Fire Department.  The officer of the Fire Department in 

command at the scene of any fire or other emergency shall have the authority to 
utilize any citizen in assisting in protecting life and property, when in his/her 
judgement an emergency dictates the necessity of such assistance. 

 
 
720.13 REMOVAL OF PROPERTY ENDANGERED BY FIRE.
 
The officer of the Fire Department in command at any fire or other emergency shall have 
power to cause the removal of any property, whenever it shall become necessary for the 
preservation of such property from fire, or to prevent the spreading of fire, or to protect 
adjoining property, and to that end may enter or order any member of the Fire Department to 
enter premises involved in danger or endangering other property. 
 
 
720.15 DEMOLITION OF BUILDINGS.
 
The officer of the Fire Department in command at the scene of any fire or other emergency 
shall have authority to order the demolition of any building or structure during a fire or other 
extreme emergency to prevent a conflagration, provided, however, that no building or 
structure shall be blown up or otherwise destroyed for the purpose of checking the progress 
of any fire, except in case of absolute necessity, and then only upon order of the officer of 
the Fire Department in command at the scene of the fire. 
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720.17 POLICE POWERS OF FIRE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL.
 
At all times when the Fire Department is traveling to a fire or the scene of an alarm of fire, or 
is present at a fire, or the scene of an alarm of fire, or other emergency, all members of the 
Fire Department shall be vested with police powers to enforce the provisions of this Section 
and to make arrests for the violation thereof.  The officer of the Fire Department in command 
at the scene of a fire shall have the authority to direct the operations of all Police and Peace 
Officers present at the scene.  The Fire Chief and the Fire Marshall are hereby vested with all 
police powers necessary to investigate the cause, origin, circumstances of any fire, or alarm 
of fire, or other emergency. 
 
 
720.19 POLICE AID AT EMERGENCY SCENE.
 
It is hereby made the special duty of the Chief of Police, policemen, and such other peace 
officers as are on duty at the time, to respond to all fire alarms and assist the Fire Department 
in the protection of life and property of the citizens, and the property of the Fire Department, 
and in controlling and regulating traffic and maintaining order. 


