SECTION 650  STREET LIGHT UTILITY
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WABASHA, MINNESOTA, HEREBY ORDAINS: 

SECTION 1. That Section 650 - Code of Ordinances entitled “Street Light Utility” is hereby enacted as follows: 

Section  – Street Light Utility 

Section 650.1. Authority and Purpose. Minnesota Statutes, Section 429.021 authorizes cities to install, replace, extend and maintain street lights and street lighting systems and special lighting systems. The City Council has determined that in order to promote the general health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City, it is in the best interest of the citizens that the City operate and maintain a City street lighting system utility and has further determined that the operation and maintenance of such utility benefits each and every property within the City. The City Council has therefore determined that it is fair, appropriate and reasonable that the costs of such operation and maintenance be paid on a fair and reasonable basis by all of the property in the City so benefitted and the cost should be charged and collected from all such benefitted property, except for those exempted in Section 1:15. 

Section 650:05. Street Light Utility Established. The City of Wabasha hereby establishes a Street Light Utility. The system consists of all street lighting facilities owned by the City and all street lighting facilities for which the City purchases and supplies electrical energy. The operation of such utility shall be under the supervision of the Public Works Superintendent. 

Section 650:10. Definitions. Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the following terms as used in this ordinance shall have the meanings designated. 

Subd. 1. Areas Served by Standard Street Lighting Systems. This includes portions of the City where street lights are installed. 
Section 650:15. Rates and Collection of Fees. 

Subd. 1. Rates and Charges: Every property within the City shall be charged for a fair and equitable share of the cost to provide, operate and maintain the City-wide street lighting system as set forth in section 825 of the City Code. The Street Light Utility Fee shall be calculated on an annual basis by the City Clerk using the annual light utility rate charge for the previous year and divided by the number of properties currently with water and sewer service.  
Subd. 2. Collection of Fees. Street Light Utility charges may be billed and collected on a monthly basis as determined by the Wabasha City Clerk. 

Subd. 3. Exemptions. The following land uses are exempt from the established Street Light Utility Charges: 

(1) Public street right-of-way 

(2) City-owned land 

(3) Railroad right-of-way 

(4) Cemeteries 

Subd. 4. Penalty for Late Payment. A penalty in the amount of Ten Dollars ($10.00) or 5% of the balance, whichever is greater, shall be added to all Public Utilities accounts not paid in full by the due date. The penalty for late payment shall be added to the balance for which the account remains unpaid. 

Subd. 5. Certification of Past Due Surcharges on Taxes. Any past due Street Light Utility charges in excess of ninety (90) days past due on October 1 of any year may be certified to the applicable County Records Office for collection with real estate taxes in the following year pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 429.101.  In addition, the City shall also have the right to bring a civil action or take other legal remedies to collect the unpaid surcharges. 

Section 650:20. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect on June 1st, 2010. 
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429.101 UNPAID SPECIAL CHARGES MAY BE SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS.

Subdivision 1.Ordinances.
(a) In addition to any other method authorized by law or charter, the governing body of any municipality may provide for the collection of unpaid special charges as a special assessment against the property benefited for all or any part of the cost of:

(1) snow, ice, or rubbish removal from sidewalks;

(2) weed elimination from streets or private property;

(3) removal or elimination of public health or safety hazards from private property, excluding any structure included under the provisions of sections 463.15 to 463.26; 

(4) installation or repair of water service lines, street sprinkling or other dust treatment of streets;

(5) the trimming and care of trees and the removal of unsound trees from any street;

(6) the treatment and removal of insect infested or diseased trees on private property, the repair of sidewalks and alleys;

(7) the operation of a street lighting system;

(8) the operation and maintenance of a fire protection or a pedestrian skyway system;

(9) inspections relating to a municipal housing maintenance code violation;

(10) the recovery of any disbursements under section 504B.445, subdivision 4, clause (5), including disbursements for payment of utility bills and other services, even if provided by a third party, necessary to remedy violations as described in section 504B.445, subdivision 4, clause (2); or 

(11) [Repealed, 2004 c 275 s 5]

(12) the recovery of delinquent vacant building registration fees under a municipal program designed to identify and register vacant buildings.

(b) The council may by ordinance adopt regulations consistent with this section to make this authority effective, including, at the option of the council, provisions for placing primary responsibility upon the property owner or occupant to do the work personally (except in the case of street sprinkling or other dust treatment, alley repair, tree trimming, care, and removal or the operation of a street lighting system) upon notice before the work is undertaken, and for collection from the property owner or other person served of the charges when due before unpaid charges are made a special assessment.

Subd. 2.Procedure for assessment.
Any special assessment levied under subdivision 1 shall be payable in a single installment, or by up to ten equal annual installments as the council may provide. With this exception, sections 429.061, 429.071, and 429.081 shall apply to assessments made under this section. 

Subd. 3.Issuance of obligations.
(a) After a contract for any of the work enumerated in subdivision 1 has been let, or the work commenced, the council may issue obligations to defray the expense of any such work financed in whole or in part by special charges and assessments imposed upon benefited property under this section.

(b) Section 429.091 shall apply to such obligations with the following modifications: 

(1) such obligations shall be payable not more than two years from the date of issuance;

(2) the amount of such obligations issued at one time in a municipality shall not exceed the cost of such work during the ensuing six months as estimated by the council;

(3) a separate improvement fund shall be set up for each of the enumerated services referred to in subdivision 1 and financed under this section.

(c) Proceeds of special charges as well as special assessments and taxes shall be credited to such improvement fund.
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