
 

 

PARK BOARD 
CITY OF WABASHA 

Minutes of the Wednesday, October 20, 2010, meeting: 
 
BOARD MEMBERS: Nan Hiers (Chair)  Mickie Nelson 
   Jason Timm   Sue Gillespie 
   Jan Kasper   Kevin Hemmingsen 
   Dan Aitken 
 
STAFF:   Keith Hough   Parks Superintendent 
   Mike Mroz   Staff 
   Patty Heraty             Administrative Assistant 
 
The regular meeting of the Park Board was held on Wednesday, September 15, 2010 at the City Hall and was called to 
order by member Hiers  4:30 pm. 
 
Roll call found all members present, except member Timm. 
 
Board Members Gillespie and Aitken moved to approve the September 15, 2010 regular minutes with the following 
corrections.  Adopted unanimously. 

1. Correct roll to reflect that board member Nelson was not present. 
2. Correct vote on Dick Balow motion to deny refund on page 1 to reflect that member Gillespie voted against. 

 
Public Comments  
 

Blaine Marcou was present and addressed the board.  He stated that he had previously sent a letter to the Park 
Board requesting clarification in city records on the history of his family’s donation of the land for Jaycee Park.  
The city has provided Mr. Marcou with copies of official city proceedings that state that the city received 
$2000.00 donation from the Jaycees and then there was a disbursement from the city of $2,000 to the Marcou 
family that states it was for park land in So. Wabasha.  Mr. Marcou stated that his family did not receive $2,000 
for the purchase of land and that he has spoken with Virginia Fosmo who was City Clerk at the time of the 
transaction and she remembers the that the funds were for park improvements.  Mr. Marcou stated that he 
would just like the city’s official records corrected and his family recognized as donating the land to the city for 
park and recreation purposes. 
 
Keith Hough stated that he had moved across from the park area in 1973 and that he had started working for 
the city park dept in 1980 and that the improvements to the park where not even done until 1981.  The official 
city record shows a disbursement of $2,000 to the Marcou family in 1977 and Mr. Marcou is stating that his 
family did not receive the funds that they went to improvements, however improvements did not start until 1981.   
 
Park Board members discussed the issue further after Mr. Marcou left the meeting and decided that it if Mr. 
Marcou believes that official city records are incorrect, it is up to him to provide written documentation and 
testimony against the current official city record.  Board members Hiers and Kasper moved to direct staff to draft 
a letter to Mr. Marcou requesting he provide compelling written documentation and testimony clarifying the origin 
of the donation of land to the city which goes against the official city record.  Adopted unanimously.  

 
General Business 
 
Board Member Hiers brought forward for discussion the refund requested by Mr. Dick Balow.  The issue was brought 
before the board at the last meeting and the request was denied.  Mr. Balow contacted board member Hiers because he 
did not agree with their decision.  It was decided that because Mr. Balow had reserved the shelter and it was not 
available to anyone else use, his money would not be refunded.  Board members Kasper and Aitken moved to deny the 
refund request because the shelter was reserved for his use and was not available to anyone else.  Adopted 
unanimously. 
 
Staff recommended adding a statement to the form that the rental fee is non-refundable.  Board members Nelson and 
Gillespie moved to add the following statement to the Park rental form. “Rental fee is non-refundable.”.  Adopted 
unanimously. 
 
 



 

 

 
Board membership was discussed.  It was decided that Keith would talk to City Administrator David Schmidt about 
putting an ad in the paper.  
 
City Administrator David Schmidt requested staff let board members know that community garden members can place 
their green waste in a pile at the back of the garden and city staff will dispose of it properly. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for, Wednesday, November 17, 2010. 
 
Having no other business, board members Gillespie and Nelson moved to adjourn at 5:42 pm.  Adopted unanimously. 
 
 
 
                                                         
       ___________________________________ 
                                                             Patty Heraty, Administrative Assistant 


