
WABASHA CITY COUNCIL
WABASHA CITY HALL

October 07, 2014
Council Meeting Minutes

All matters listed under “Consent Agenda” are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be entered by one motion. Unless
requested by a Council Member or citizen, there will be no separate discussion on these items. If discussion is required regarding an item, that
item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

6:00 PM TH 60 Improvement Hearing
6:00 PM TH 60 Improvement Hearing to consider the making of an
improvement on TH 60 through Wabasha.

Mayor Hall opened the Improvement Hearing at 6:00 PM.

Mr. Brian Malm, Bolton & Menk, came forward and announced the purpose of the project is to repair along Hwy. 60.
The project was initiated by MN Dot. They awarded the contract to Rochester Sand & Gravel.
The project is being funding by MnDot. This is a Class E Improvement according to the
City's Improvement Policy. If the City assessed, the amount would be approximately $80388...20% of cost.

At 6:10 pm Mayor Hall invited the public to come forward.

Russ Morgan: Has land that borders Hwy. 60 property. 10th & Hwy. 60. Mr. Morgan stated since City doesn't have
to pay towards project, asked that Council would not assess.
Darren Sheeley: Mr. Sheeley stated his parents live at 436 Pembroke Ave. Stated if the City had to maintain the road
it would be different and since there is no city money going into the project, asked that City would not assess residents.
Dale Gibb: Stated his understanding was the City didn't have to pay for this project...this was confirmed. Doesn't feel
property owners should be responsible for the assessment due to the fact that the majority is truck traffic that uses the
road.

Public Hearing closed at 6:19 PM

Councilmembers Wharton and Bricher moved to approve resolution to order improvement of Hwy 60 project.
Motion failed 4-2.
Ayes: Mayor Hall and Bricher
Nays: Schoen, Kruger, Schmidt, & Wharton.

Councilmembers Wharton and Schoen moved to adjourn at 6:26 PM. Adopted unanimously.

7:00 PM: Regular Council Meeting called to order by Mayor Rollin Hall.
All present stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Guest Speaker: Allison Springer - Chamber of Commerce
Chad Springer, City Administrator, introduced Allison Springer, Chamber/CVB Board member and Finance Director
at the National Eagle Center. Allison came forward and reported the Chamber is actively searching for a new Chamber
Director. They are hoping to find a candidate with a background in both business and marketing. Allison gave an
update on the Chamber activities including Septoberfest activities. She thanked Council for their support of the
Chamber and its activities.

3. Public Comments
Al Nelson: Wabasha-Kellogg School Board Member: Mr. Nelson came forward and stated they are looking for
support on an extension of the current referendum. The levy was approved by the voters of Wabasha-Kellogg in 2005
and is supposed to expire after the 2015-2016 school year. He stated the School Board is very thankful to the voters



for approving the referendum and stated they have made excellent use of the funds under the guidance of
Superintendent Jim Freihammer. He stated the levy is based on student enrollment and currently generates
approximately $650,000. He stated they are asking voters to extend the levy on November 4th. The extension would
go through the 2025-2026 school year. Extension of the levy will not raise anyone’s property tax. He gave an update
on what the funds have been used for and what programs have been expanded.

Police Chief Warren: Reported the 2014 Cue Center for Missing Persons National Road Tour will be at the Justice
Center on Wed. Oct. 15th from 10:30 am until noon in Honor of Donna Ingersoll, missing from Wabasha, MN since
December 16, 1990. He stated the City Council and anyone from the public is invited to come to the event.

4. Changes or Additions to Agenda
Councilpersons Schmidt and Wharton moved to approve the agenda as presented. Adopted unanimously.

5. Mayor Rollin Hall's Presentation
Mayor Hall gave his presentation:

 Reported Septoberfest is in high gear and thanked all involved in this endeavor.
 Riverfront Task force update
 Business Park lots were sold
 Community Center committee is hard at work on design and financing.
 Reminded people to vote on or before November 4th.

6. Committee Reports and Wabasha Good News
Street Commission: Councilmember Bricher reported they met on September 30th and discussed the MNDOT Local
Road Improvement Program Grant Application. This item is on tonight’s agenda. The Street Commission also
approved purchasing a Bobcat Toolcat as a replacement of the existing Bobcat. This machine is a more versatile
machine with many attachments that are applicable to both parks and streets operations and it can travel at city road
speed making it unnecessary to transport on a trailer to job sites. Held discussion with Jim Roemer on the boundaries
on Campbell Avenue between Seventh and Eighth Streets. Discussion will continue. Truck traffic was discussed and
tabled. Chip Sealing was postponed until next year due to weather. The contractor has agreed to do the project at the
quoted price.
HPC: Councilperson Schoen reported they are working on three downtown design reviews. They welcomed Christy
Clark, the City's new Planner, and also a new commissioner, Mr. Jay Jewson. Two commissioners gave a presentation
on a national convention they attended in St. Paul and they conveyed their thanks to the Council.
Police Commission: Police Chief Warren reported the Police Commission met and discussed what has happened
during the past year and future goals.
Park Board: Councilmember Kruger reported the Campground Rules and Community Garden rules were reviewed
and amended. He also reported the Campground fees were raised $100 to cover wi-fi and taxes.
Utilities: Councilmember Schmidt reported the City's well project was discussed and plans will be reviewed and
updated. They will be prepared for bidding. Reported anyone in the City who has sewer available but not hooked up
will be charged a minimum sewer charge. Reported a mixer was put in the water tower on the hill a few years back,
and it hasn't worked appropriately. City Administrator, Chad Springer, has been directed to contact the vendor to
discuss options. He stated the 2016 road project calls for mill and overlay on West Main Street and this area has a lot
of infiltration in the spring during high water periods. He felt new services should be installed in the boulevard when
this project takes place which brings up assessments. Council needs to address this issue due to MPCA insisting the
City address infiltration issues.

7. Administrator’s Report – Mr. Chad Springer
Chad Springer reported on:

 Attended a Post Bulletin Round Table
 Michael Duane Clickner Bridge Dedication scheduled for October 25th

 Ambulance Director hire on agenda tonight.
 Attended American Planning Association Conference in Duluth with Councilmember Friedmeyer.
 Continued discussion on 2015 budget with dept. heads.



 Completed performance review template. All reviews will be completed by the end of November.
 Working with outside counsel on Teepeeota Detachment petition.
 Video surveillance installed on City's dirt and gravel; he reminded the public that the brush dump is for brush

only and that the dirt and gravel is the property of the City to be used on City projects and is not free for the
taking.

8. Consent Agenda
Councilmembers Kruger and Wharton moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
Adopted unanimously.
8.1 8-21-14 Special Joint Council/Planning Minutes
8.2 9-2-14 Regular City Council Meeting
8.3 WARRANTS
8.4 RESOLUTION FOR ASSESSSMENT OF UNPAID UTILITY CHARGES AND CITY SERVICE/LEGAL
SERVICES
8.5 RESOLUTION FOR ASSESSMENT OF UNPAID SERVICE CHARGE FOR REMOVAL OF DISEASED
TREE
8.6 FIRST READING: ORDINANCE AMENDMENT - SEWER MINIMUM AVAILABILITY CHARGE
8.7 RESOLUTION TO CONTRACT WITH A COUNCILMEMBER

Mayors General Fund $4,289.15
Police “ 4,925,.61
Legal “ 4,058.00
Planning & Development “ 7,664.84
Street Dept. “ 5,678.14
Park Dept. “ 2,002.40
Engineering (General “ 3,776.50
2014 Street Project “ 640.00
2014 Street Proj. Engineering “ 14,164.00
Police Computer Capital Imp. 1,556.04
Bldg. Inspections “ 889.19
Ambulance “ 6,138.06
Pool “ 465.20
Police Mobile Info.System Capital Imp. 2,017.36
Fire “ 1,151.84
Dog Pound “ 16.21
Miscellaneous “ 695.00
Total “ 60,127.54

10. GENERAL BUSINESS
10.1 2014 STREET PROJECT UPDATE AND APPROVE PAY ESTIMATE NO. 2 (FINAL)
Mr. Brian Malm, Bolton & Menk, came forward and stated all work on the project has been completed. The Contractor
finished paving on September 5, 2014 which was the Contract date for substantial completion. The Contract amount,
as adjusted through Change Order No. 3, is $397,378.00. The total amount of work completed to date, through final
completion, is $363,645.18. Therefore, the project was completed on time and under budget. The correction period for
defective work under the Contract is one year from the date of substantial completion. Therefore, the Contractor will
be held responsible for correcting any defective work that is discovered until September 5, 2015.
Attached for Council approval is Pay Estimate No. 2 – Final in the amount of $92,125.04. He recommended that the
Council approve the Final Pay Estimate contingent on receipt of the necessary paperwork from the Contractor (Signed
Pay Estimate, Consent of Surety, and IC-134’s

Councilmembers Bricher and Schoen moved to approve the Final Pay Estimate for the 2014
Street Project contingent upon receipt of the signed Pay Estimate, Consent of Surety, and IC-134's.
Adopted unanimously.



10.2 BRIDGE AVENUE REALIGNMENT DISCUSSION
Brian Malm stated MNDOT is currently soliciting projects for the Local Road Improvement Program and this
program comes around every two years. The City would be eligible for funding in the amount of $750,000 this year
for local roads. The City would need a project sponsor due to the City's population being below 5,000. The County
would act as the sponsor. He stated with the truck traffic along Bridge Avenue/Hiawatha/Grant, road improvements
would be needed. Relocating Bridge Avenue was discussed in a meeting to see if it would qualify for this grant
program. Street Commission discussed this also. A proposal was created and the cost would be approximately $3,000
to move forward. If Council elects to move forward, an application would be prepared for a cost of $5,000.
Applications for these grant funds are due January 2, 2015.

Street Commission recommended moving forward with the Concept Plan.

After discussion, it was decided a discussion with MNDOT should be arranged to discuss rerouting Hwy. 60 and using
the traffic study already completed.

10.3 WABASHA COUNTY FAIR BOARD REQUEST
Barb Petit, President Wabasha Fair Board, came forward and thanked Council for their past support. She gave an
update on this year's fair and some of the changes. She requested another donation in the amount of the assessment.

Councilmembers Schmidt and Kruger moved to approve the Wabasha County Fair Board's donation request in
the amount of the assessment.
Adopted unanimously.

10.4 APPROVE HIRE OF AMBULANCE DIRECTOR
Chad Springer reported on the selection process for the City's Ambulance Director. Six candidates were interviewed.
An offer was made to Mr. John Fox and he has accepted an offer at Pay Grade 13, Step 1.
Mr. Fox came forward and gave a brief introduction.

Councilmembers Wharton and Schoen moved to approve the hiring of Mr. John Fox as the City of Wabasha's
Ambulance Director at Pay Grade 13, Step 1. Adopted unanimously.

10.5 CONTRACTED SERVICES - AUDITING
Chad Springer stated an attachment was provided with all contracted services with the City. He stated we are under
contract through 2014 with Abdo, Eick & Meyers. He stated he felt it was time to look into an RFP for 2015 and
beyond. It was determined Councilmembers Wharton and Schoen would work with Chad Springer on the RFP for
auditing services.

Councilmembers Wharton and Kruger moved to approve moving forward with the RFP for Auditing services.
Adopted unanimously.

10.6 ANNEXATION DISCUSSION
Mayor Hall recommended tabling this issue to give this more study. Councilmember Schmidt stated he would like to
see it tabled indefinitely.

Councilmember Bricher moved to table this issue and forward to a committee that will study the City's Comp
Plan. Councilmember Wharton seconded.

Chad Springer stated the Planning Commission will discuss the City’s Comp Plan timeline with new City Planner,
Christy Clark at their next meeting.

The motion passed by the following vote:
Ayes: Schoen, Wharton, Bricher, Mayor Hall
Nays: Schmidt, Kruger



10.7 RESCHEDULE NOVEMBER REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
Due to Tuesday, November 4th, being Election Day, public meetings are prohibited between 6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.
It was determined to hold the November Regular Council Meeting on Wednesday, November 12th at 7:00 pm.

10.8 WSB PROPOSAL FOR PLANNING SERVICES - MINING ORDINANCE
Chad Springer recommended approval of the WSB Proposal for Planning Services to engage Molly Patterson-
Lundgren to complete the City's Mining Ordinance due to her work and time already involved in this project. He
stated the first draft of the revised Mining Ordinance is going to the Environmental Quality Board soon. He
recommended approving the contract contingent on a 20 hour/week limit.

Councilmembers Wharton and Schoen moved to approve the WSB Contract as presented not to exceed 20
hours/week as discussed. Adopted unanimously.

10.9 NUISANCE VIOLATION - 524 CAMPBELL AVENUE
Chad Springer explained Police Chief Warren has secured the appropriate signatures from the lien holder and property
owner of 524 Campbell Avenue to have the property abated. City Attorney Peter Ekstrand recommended passing a
Resolution to remove the property and charge the cost thereof against the real estate as a special assessment to be
collected all at once.

Councilmembers Kruger and Schoen moved to approve a Resolution to remove 524 Campbell Avenue and to
charge the cost thereof against the real estate as a special assessment to be collected in one installment. Adopted
unanimously.

10.10 APPOINTMENT OF FLAHERTY & HOOD AS LEGAL COUNSEL FOR TEEPEOTA POINT
PETITION FOR DETACHMENT
Due to City Attorney recommending outside counsel for the Teepeeota Point Detachment Petition, Chad Springer
stated he talked to different firms and felt a comfort level with Flaherty & Hood after interviewing them during the
Legal RFP process and he recommended they represent the City in the detachment petition process. The
councilmembers that were involved with that process concurred.

Councilmembers Wharton and Kruger moved to appoint Flaherty & Hood, P.A. as the City's legal counsel for
Teepeeota Point Petition for detachment, D-533 Wabasha/Greenfield Township and to appoint
Councilmembers Schmidt, Friedmeyer and Mayor Hall along with City Administrator Chad Springer to be
points of contact for the mediation process. Adopted unanimously.

11. Donations
Councilmembers Wharton and Schmidt moved to approve the Resolution accepting donations for October 7, 2014, as
presented. Adopted unanimously.

CITY OF WABASHA
RESOLUTION NO. # 43-2014

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS

WHEREAS, The City of Wabasha is generally authorized to accept donations of real and personal property pursuant to
Minnesota Statutes Section 465.03 for the benefit of its citizens, and is specifically authorized to accept gifts and bequests for the
benefit of recreational services pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 471.17; and

WHEREAS, The following persons and entities have offered to contribute the cash amounts set forth below to the city
for the following:

Name of Donor Description Amount
Bill & Carol Dunn, owners of
River Nest Bed & Breakfast Library Donation $200.00



Burkhardt-Roemer VFW Post 4086 Septoberfest $350.00

WHEREAS, All such donations have been contributed to assist the city in the establishment and operation of recreational
facilities and programs either alone or in cooperation with others, as allowed by law; and

WHEREAS, The City Council finds that it is appropriate to accept the donations offered.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF WABASHA, MINNESOTA, AS
FOLLOWS:

1. The donations described above are accepted and shall be used to establish and operate recreational facilities and
programs either alone or in cooperation with others, as allowed by law.

2. The city clerk is hereby directed to issue receipts to each donor acknowledging the city’s receipt of the donor’s
donation.

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Wabasha on October 7, 2014.

12. CLOSED SESSION: Pending Litigation in the matter of Teepeeota Point Petition for Detachment, D-
533Wabasha/Greenfield Township. This portion of the meeting will be closed pursuant to Minnesota Statutes,
Section 13D.05, Subdivision 3(b).
Mayor Hall announced it was time to go into Closed Session and announced the following statement:
This portion of the properly noticed regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Wabasha will be closed
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 13D.05, subdivision 3 (b) under the attorney/client privilege exception
to the Minnesota Open Meeting Law.
The city's need for confidentiality outweighs the purposes served by the open-meeting law in this case based on
the following:
• Absolute confidentiality is necessary so that the City Council and legal counsel can have a candid and
open discussion to determine the available legal options to handle the pending litigation, including strategy and
any possible areas of resolution.
• The purpose of the closed meeting is not to make a decision behind closed-doors, but instead is to
determine the legal options for handling the referenced pending litigation.
• The only business to be discussed in this meeting is the pending litigation.
• An open session would be detrimental because it may take place in the presence of individuals involved
in the pending litigation.
• A closed session would benefit the public because the ultimate outcome of the pending litigation may
impact the finances and regulatory authority of the City.
At 8:35 PM Councilmembers Wharton and Mayor Hall moved to go into Closed Session.
Adopted unanimously.
In addition to the City Council, the following persons were present for the Closed Session:
Chad Springer, City Administrator; Attorney Peter Ekstrand, City Attorney; Susan Schamaun, City Clerk;
Police Chief Warren
At 8:50 PM, Councilmembers Wharton and Schmidt moved to come out of Closed Session.
No action taken.

13. Information
14. Announcements
15. Adjournment
Councilmembers Wharton and Schoen moved to adjourn at 8:50 pm. Adopted unanimously.

___________________________
Susan Schamaun, City Clerk


