
Councilpersons: Mayor: Rollin Hall
First Ward: Friedmeyer, Wharton City Atty: Peter Ekstrand
Second Ward: Schmidt, Kruger City Adm: Chad Springer
Third Ward: Meurer, Schoen City Clerk: Susan Schamaun

Date: January 6, 2015

City Clerk administered the Oath of Office to Mayor Hall and councilmembers Steve Schmidt, John
Friedmeyer and Dean Meurer.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Wabasha was held on Wednesday, January 6,
2015, and was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Hall.

Mayor Hall and all Council Members were present.

All present stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Public Comments.
Dianne Schjolberg, Library Board, came forward and stated she attended the December Council
meeting where there was discussion on the Library budget. She stated on behalf of the Library staff,
volunteers and Library board, she thanked Council for approving the Library 2015 budget. She felt it
was good discussion but felt the tone of discussion made her uncomfortable. It appears the Library
Board and staff need to do a better job of communicating with Council. She felt the importance of
service offered to the community justifies the Library budget needed to support those services. She
stated there was discussion on value, equity and control and she felt those topics would be issues for
future Council meetings. She stated on behalf of the Library Board, she is thankful for the financial
support authorized for 2015. The Library Board feels they owe the Council appropriate and adequate
information so the Council can do the job they were elected to do. Further the Library Board wants to
partner with Council and other City Departments and they want to work effectively with City Staff.

Nicole Borg, Library Board, came forward and thanked Council for approving the 2015 budget. She
stated she is a strong believer in the library and sees it as a place to get information, to self-educate, to
give access to technology, to find entertainment, and also as a community gathering place. She stated
libraries are important because they are for everyone regardless of age or income. She felt the Library
is an asset to the community. She stated the Library Board is very willing to work with Council to
answer any questions they may have and also to explore topics further that need to be taken a looked
at more closely. She stated the Library Board sees the relationship between the Library Board and
Staff, and the City as one of a partnership and stated they want to work strongly with the Council in
2015 to develop that relationship and to make the library pertinent to everyone in the community.

4. Changes or Additions to Agenda: None.

5. Mayor’s Report:
Mayor Hall welcomed a new City Council for 2015 and 2016. He stated City Council members spend
numerous hours researching issues, listening to constituents and weighing the facts before making their
choices. He also stated most councilmembers are also members of the City’s various boards and
commissions. He updated that Councilmember Kruger will be serving on the Planning Commission,
Councilmember Schoen will be on the Park Board, Councilmember Friedmeyer will be on the Wabasha
Port Authority, Councilmember Wharton will be on the Police Commission and Councilmember Schmidt
will be on the Utilities Commission. Councilmember Meurer’s board appointment will be announced in



the near future. Mayor Hall stated he will continue to serve on the Port Authority. He stated Council
relies heavily on the advice and research of the City’s boards and commissions when making various
decisions and welcomed new members of the various boards and commissions and thanked those who
have served. Mayor Hall stated he felt 2014 was a good year for Wabasha and stated 2015 will be
focused on updating the City’s Comprehensive Plan.

6. Committee Reports and Wabasha Good News:

Utility Commission: Councilperson Schmidt reported that the Utilities Commission met on December
30th and authorized PeopleService to get pumps rebuilt at the WasteWater Treatment Plant. He stated
they are over 10 years old and run 24 hours a day and are getting worn out.

Planning Commission: Councilmember Friedmeyer stated the Planning Commission met on
December 9

th
and had a first reading of the Mining Ordinance.

Administrator’s Report:
Chad Springer reported there was a water main break by Bruegger Park. He stated the street crew put
out some cones along the side of the road so people could see it. The water runs down Gambia and
goes out on Grant Boulevard. The City is keeping the public updated on this issue via the City’s
website and Facebook page. He reported staff received the first draft of the Police Union Contract. He
stated he will meet with the union representative along with Councilmembers Wharton and Kruger on
January 15

th
. He stated work was done this month on the 2013 Street Project punch list. There were

some issues with some water shut-offs. He reported he met with a local mine operator yesterday along
with City staff, Wendy Busch and Kristi Clarke, about the mining ordinance and how it could affect them
and how they fit in. Another meeting with another mine operator is scheduled for Thursday. He stated
he along with Tony Johnson and Brian Malm met with MnDot to discuss the road that comes off the
bridge and how MnDot can help the City while we update the Comprehensive Plan. The Hwy. 61
intersection and safety was also discussed.

Chad concluded by stating he and Mayor met with the schools in reference to the State-wide essay for
‘Mayor For A Day’ that local children participated in and a Wabasha-Kellogg student was one of three
selected from that essay. That student recipient wins $100 and the essay will be published in the
League of MN Cities Magazine.

8. Consent Agenda: Councilpersons Schmidt and Kruger moved to approve the following
consent agenda including the warrants: Adopted unanimously.

Approved the December 2, 2014, Regular Council Meeting
Approved 2015 Appointments and Annual Designations:

GENERAL GOVERNMENT
TREE/WEED INSPECTOR: JOHNSON, TONY
FIRE CHIEF: SHEELEY, DARREN
UTILITIES SUPERINTENDENT:
EMERGENCY MGMT.DIRECTOR WARREN, JAMES
CITY ATTORNEY: EKSTRAND, PETER
OFFICIAL DEPOSITORY: FIRST STATE BANK

WABASHA COUNTY BANK
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER: WABASHA COUNTY HERALD
CITY ADMINISTRATOR: SPRINGER, CHAD
CITY CLERK/TREASURER: SCHAMAUN, SUSAN



COUNCIL PRESIDENT:

AMBULANCE COMMISSION 3 YEAR TERM
(5 MEMBERS WITH 1 FROM MEDICAL FIELD)

1. WALLERICH, MIKE 2016
2. TENTIS, BARBARA 2016
3. FRIEDMEYER, JOHN 2014 (TBD) Through 2017
4. CARRELS, PAT 2014 (TBD) Through 2017
5. JARSTAD, MARK 2014 (TBD) Through 2017
6. DR. TRENT ANDERSON

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 3 YEAR TERM
1. LOSINSKI, DAN 2015
2. MEYER, DAVID 2016
3. BECKMANN, CHRIS 2014 (Appoint Jane Glander - 2017)
4. WHARTON, AL (COUNCIL REP)

WABASHA PORT AUTHORITY 6 YEAR TERM
(REQUIRES 2 COUNCIL REP)

1. (VACANT) 2017 (App Kirk Lineweaver)
2. JARSTAD, MARK 2018
3. MOORE, VICKI 2014 (Re-appoint Through 2020)
4. THOMPSON, ROLF 2015
5. GAEDTKE, AMY 2016
6. MAYOR ROLLIN HALL (COUNCIL REP)
7. FRIEDMEYER, JOHN (COUNCIL REP)

HERITAGE PRES. COMMISSION 3 YEAR TERM
1. PRESCHER, RON 2016
2. FLICEK, MARY 2016
3. JEWSON, JAY 2016
4. WILDES, BRUCE 2015
5. DURAND, EMILY 2015
6. MANN, LINDA 2014 (Re-appoint Through 2017)
7. LINTON, KELLY 2014 (Re-appoint Through 2017)
8. COUNCIL REP - TBD

SAFETY COMMITTEE
1. MIKE MROZ
2. CHAD SPRINGER

LIBRARY BOARD 3 YEAR TERM
(GOVERNED BY STATE STATUTE)

1. BORG, NICOLE 2016
2. MARX, MATT 2014 (Appoint David Kennebeck– 2017)
3. TENTIS, BARB 2015
4. SCJHOLBERG, DIANNE 2015
5. HAMPE, JOHN 2016
6. OIE, PAM 2014 (Appoint Mary Funk – 2017)
7. KROPP, MIKE 2014 (Re-appoint through 2017)
8. SCHOTZKO, JUDITH - SELCO BOARD APPOINTED 2007



PARK BOARD 3 YEAR TERM
(NO COUNCIL REP REQUIRED, MAY HAVE ONE NON-RESIDENT)

1. KLAS, SYLVIA 2016
2. AITKEN, DAN 2016
3. HIERS, NAN 2014 (Appoint Lynn Schoen – 2017)
4. WHARTON, BETSY 2014 (TBD)
5. UDSTUEN, LARRY 2015
6. NELSON, MICKEY 2015
7. GILLESPIE, RUTH (SUE)2015

PLANNING COMMISSION 3 YEAR TERM
(NO COUNCIL REP REQUIRED)

1. DURAND, SCOTT 2016
2. WALLERICH, TIM 2014 (Re-appoint through 2017)
3. BRICHER, CHARLES 2015
4. WODELE, BRIAN 2015
5. FRIEDMEYER, JOHN 2016 (Resigned - appoint Dave Kruger)
6. FALKUM, CRAIG 2016
7. MILLER, JIM 2015

STREET COMMISSION 2 YEAR TERM
(NO COUNCIL REP REQUIRED)

1. ABBOTT, JAMES JR 2015
2. BRICHER, CHARLES W. 2015
3. WODELE, GARY 2014 (Re-appoint through 2016)
4. PFEILSTICKER, JIM 2014 (Re-appoint through 2016)
5. THIMMESCH, BRAD 2014 (Re-appoint through 2016)

UTILITIES COMMISSION 3 YEAR TERM
(NO COUNCIL REP REQUIRED)

1. SCHMIDT, STEVE 2016
2. NELSON, STEVE 2014 (TBD)
3. HALL, BRYAN 2014 (Re-appoint through 2017)

4. WALLERICH, MICHAEL 2015
5. ADAMS, TIM 2016

LODGING TAX COMMITTEE 3 YEAR TERM – NEED TO UNDERSTAND COMMITTEE AND
PURPOSE

MIKE MROZ (CITY REP)
KLEES, CAROLYN 2012
VACANCY - Director 2013
YENTER, RACHEL 2013
SATHER, KYLE 2014
HANSON, EILEEN 2014
FRIES, BRIAN 2014

FIRE COMMISSION 3 YEAR TERM
(NO COUNCIL REP REQUIRED)

WODELE, GENE 2014
O’FLAHERTY, FRANK 2015
KENNEBECK, GARY 2016



Approved the following warrants as presented:

Mayors General Fund $157.42
POS/Permits/Deposit slip Software “ $10,130.00
Police “ $634.77
Streets “ $50.92
Parks “ $471.14
Fire “ $575.00
Ambulance “ $16.26
MDH Grant-Storm Water Mapping “ $9,018.00
Pool “ $715.00
Library “ $18.06
Total “ $21,786.57

PUBLIC HEARINGS: None

10.1 Farmer’s Market Request:
Chad Springer asked Sarah George, Farmer’s Market Representative, to come forward. He then stated
in previous years the Farmer’s Market operated on Thursdays under the bridge from 1 – 5 pm and they
are proposing a change to Wednesdays from 3 – 7 pm May through October and Saturdays from 9 am
until noon Mid-July through Mid-September.

Sarah George stated they are very thankful to be able to use the parking lot under the bridge. She
stated they want to reach as much of the community as they can and the change in day and time is a
reflection of feedback from working residents who couldn’t get to the market before 5 pm.

Councilmember Schmidt asked if the members who run Septoberfest have any issues with the change.
Sarah responded she has not contacted them and wanted to wait before doing any outreach until after
Council approval.

Councilmember Wharton asked if fees are charged to the vendors. Sarah responded there is a small
fee charged to cover insurance and advertising and memberships. The fees hardly cover everything.

Councilmember Schoen stated she wanted to clarify a few things from the Farmer’s Market minutes
that were provided to Council. She stated the minutes reflect Jim Abbott was willing to let the Farmer’s
Market use his parking lot for parking and Councilmember Schoen stated she received an email from
Jim Abbott that states he agreed to let ‘vendors only’ use the far west end of his parking lot if needed
and provided he has no funeral or wake on that particular day. Further Mr. Abbott stated he is not in
favor of blocking off the whole area under the bridge as it closes the entrance to his parking lot and
hinders access to anyone wanting to enter his building.

Councilmember Schoen recommended the Farmer’s Market move to Malone Park as it has running
water, picnic tables, grills, adequate parking whereby the Farmer’s Market would not be pushing
business people downtown out of parking that is already over utilized. She further pointed out that
under the bridge was designated years ago for overflow parking for business owners so they can leave
main street spots open. She stated she fully supports the Farmer’s Market and loves what they do, she
just feels they should relocate to Malone Park.

It was determined Sarah George would sit down with Chad Springer and Councilmember Schoen to



determine the location that works best for the Farmer’s Market as well as the downtown business
atmosphere.

10.2 2013 Street Project:

Change Order #5 Approval: Chad Springer stated this Change Order represents a decrease in the
contract overall. It is adding gravel to the shoulder on Bailey Avenue and there was a credit for the
Twelfth Street water break.
Councilmembers Kruger and Schmidt moved to approve Change Order #5. Adopted
unanimously.

Pay Estimate No. 11: Chad Springer stated this partial pay estimate will reduce the retainage from 5%
to 2.5% for the punch list items. He stated he feels this is adequate.
Councilmembers Kruger and Schoen moved to approve Pay Estimate #11 in the amount of
$103,667.79 as presented. Adopted unanimously.

10.3 First Reading: Mining Ordinance:
Councilmember Friedmeyer stated some information came to their attention a few weeks ago from
someone who is a member of the DNR and a member of the EQB (Environment Quality Board). It is a
piece of information on language in respect to non-conforming mines. He stated he asked the
Planning Commission to take a look at it and see if they can’t add it to the City’s Mining Ordinance on
Page 11, paragraph #2.

Councilmember Friedmeyer stated the Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on Tuesday,
January 13

th
at 7:00 pm at City Hall.

Councilmember Schoen stated she sent her comments on this issue to Chad Springer. Those
comments will be forwarded to Council, Molly Patterson-Lundgren, and also the Planning Commission.
She stated she has some concerns and feels the proposed mining ordinance is an excellent document.
She felt it could be tighter though. Her main concerns were with hours of operation, blasting, gallons
per minute and processing closer than 100 feet to the property line. She also had some concerns with
the fines, violations and penalties. She stated she applauded the work the Planning Commission has
done.

Councilmember Wharton stated he had concerns on air quality and monitoring, water conditions and
monitoring, reclamation issues, etc. Councilmember Wharton wanted to know who was going to pay for
all testing and all experts.
Councilmember Schoen stated the companies who are applying to do mining have to pay for all the
testing. She further stated most feel reclamation should be monitored by the state.

Councilmember Wharton stated he was concerned with the dangers for the community.
Councilmember Schoen stated she didn’t feel blasting should be allowed in the City as well as heavy
industrial mining which is over 500 gallons per minute.

Attorney Esktrand stated that the law states if a company is mining 5 out of their 10 acres, they can
expand to mine more of those acres as long as it is the same type of mining. But if they buy land
adjacent or rent adjacent land, then they would automatically have to comply to the ordinance.

Councilmember Schoen stated she felt the clause that ‘no heavy industrial mining be allowed in City
limits’ be made part of this mining ordinance.



Councilmember Wharton wanted to know why you couldn’t state no ‘frac sand’ mining be added as
well. Councilmember Schoen stated the State says you can’t state no mining on the end use of the
sand, it has to be based on the size, weight, volume etc. of the sand.

Councilmember Wharton stated he had an ordinance from a County in Iowa that forbids frac sand
mining. Attorney Ekstrand stated the more restrictive the City is, the more you will be challenged.

Mayor Hall stated meetings have been held over the last two years with a lot of review and public
comment and feels the Planning Commission has put a lot of time and effort and study and he feels
there is value in that work.

Councilmember Schoen stated it seems the City is not listening to the many people who have invested
many hours coming to the meetings to say they don’t want this for the City. It seems the City isn’t
listening.

Councilmember Friedmeyer stated the Planning Commission have had over 8 hours of public hearings
and they took that information and funneled it down. They came to Council with two moratoriums as
well as what the plan was for frac sand issue. Throughout the two years Council has been given
updates as to what’s been going on.

Mayor Hall stated the place to discuss this issue further is at the public hearing next Tuesday, January
13

th
at 7:00 pm. at City Hall. People who cannot attend, can email or send their comments to the City

Administrator or their councilmember prior to the meeting.

10.4 Elect Council President:
Mayor Hall stated cities must elect an acting mayor at their first annual meeting to perform the duties of
mayor during the mayor’s disability or absence from the City, or if there is a vacancy, until a successor
has been appointed.

Councilmembers Meurer and Friedmeyer moved to appoint Councilmember Schmidt as Council
President for 2015. Adopted unanimously.

11. Donations:
Councilmember Wharton read the list of donations.

Councilmembers Wharton and Friedmeyer moved to approve the Resolution Accepting
Donations for January 6, 2015. Adopted unanimously.

CITY OF WABASHA
RESOLUTION NO. # -2015

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS

WHEREAS, The City of Wabasha is generally authorized to accept donations of real and personal
property pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 465.03 for the benefit of its citizens, and is specifically
authorized to accept gifts and bequests for the benefit of recreational services pursuant to Minnesota
Statutes Section 471.17; and

WHEREAS, The following persons and entities have offered to contribute the cash amounts set forth
below to the city for the following:



Name of Donor Description Amount
Burkhardt-Roemer VFW Post 4086 Chamber’s Old Fashioned Christmas $250.00
Combined Drive Ambulance $1,834.00
Combined Drive Fire Dept. $70.00
Thomas Haskett Library $100.00
Anonymous Library Patron Computer $250.00
In Memory of Richard Trainer Library $20.00
Bunco Club Library Summer Reading Program $120.00

WHEREAS, All such donations have been contributed to assist the city in the establishment and
operation of recreational facilities and programs either alone or in cooperation with others, as allowed
by law; and

WHEREAS, The City Council finds that it is appropriate to accept the donations offered.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF WABASHA, MINNESOTA, AS
FOLLOWS:

1. The donations described above are accepted and shall be used to establish and operate
recreational facilities and programs either alone or in cooperation with others, as allowed by law.

2. The city clerk is hereby directed to issue receipts to each donor acknowledging the city’s receipt of
the donor’s donation.

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Wabasha on January 6, 2015.

Mayor Hall announced Council would go into Closed Session to discuss the City Administrator’s
Performance Review.

At 8:02 pm, Councilmembers Wharton and Kruger moved to go into Closed Session.

At 8:17 pm, Councilmembers Schoen and Kruger moved to come out of Closed Session.

Councilmembers Friedmeyer and Schoen moved to accept the City Administrator’s
Performance Review as presented. Adopted unanimously.

Having no other business, Councilpersons Kruger and Wharton moved to adjourn at 8:19 pm.
Adopted unanimously.

__________________________________
Susan Schamaun, City Clerk


